Hamblin  asks  ^^concert  of  prayer”  for  spiritual  awakening 


LAS  VEGAS,  Nev.  (BP) -The 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board’s  vice-president  for  evangelism 
has  issued  a  call  for  Southern  Baptists 
to  unite  in  a  “Concert  of  Prayer”  that 
Southern  Baptists’  simultaneous 
nation-wide  revivals  in  1986  would 
begin  another  great  spiritual  awaken¬ 
ing  in  America. 

Robert  L.  Hamblin  of  Atlanta,  a 
former  Mississippi  pastor,  issued  the 
appeal  during  the  opening  address  of 
the  national  conference  of  SBC 
evangelism  directors  meeting  at  the 
Holiday  Inn,  Las  Vegas.  “My  desire  is 


for  thousands  and  millions  of 
believers  in  Christ  to  meet  in  small 
groups , . .  offering  up  united  prayers 
to  (^,”  Hamblin  said. 

Noting  that  every  great  awakening 
in  history  started  as  a  result  of  jMayer, 
Hamblin  said  Southern  Baptists  will 
never  be  successful  in  evangelism  if 
they  depend  on  programs  and  plans, 
no  matter  how  good,  instead  of  on 
God. 

Hamblin  said  the  second  great 
awakening  in  America  began  after 
Isaac  Bac'cus,  a  Baptist  pastor  and 
historian,  led  a  group  of  pastors  in 


1784  to  call  for  prayer  groups  all  over 
New  England  to  unite  in  prayer  for 
spiritual  awakening.  Baccus  used  the 
term  “Concert  of  Prayer”  to  describe 
the  chorus  of  voices  praying  in  har;; 
mony  and  unity  for  spiritual 
awakening. 

Hamblin  urged  Baptists  to  observe 
days  of  prayer  in  their' homes  and 
churches,  and  to  humble  themselves 
in  confession  of  sin,  earnest  prayer  for 
an  outpouring  of  God’s  spirit  for  heal¬ 
ing  of  the  churches,  denominatipn, 
home  and  society. 

Winfred  Moore,  first  vice-president 


of  the  Southern  Baptist  (Convention 
and  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Amarillo,  l^.,  repeated  a  plea  for 
unity  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  divided  over  theol(^ical  dif¬ 
ferences.  “Until  we  as  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  become  one  in  purpose  and  mis¬ 
sion  in  unity,  we’re  not  going  to  have 
much  influence  in  the  world,”  said 
Moore,  who  spoke  three  times  during 
the  conference. ' 

,  Moore  warned  that  there  is  no  use 
putting  on  the  1986  campaign  called 
“Good  News  America;  God  Loves 
You”  unless  Baptists  are  really  com¬ 


mitted.  “We’re  kidding  ourselves  if  we 
think  we  can  reach  America  and  the 
world  unless  we  are  willing  to  make 
the  kind  of  commitment  that  makes 
this  the  top  priority  of  our  lives  in 
which  everything  else  is  secondary:’'  ■ 

SBC  Home  Mission  Board  Presi¬ 
dent  William  G.  'Ihnner  stressed  that 
Baptists  need  to  love  the  world  the 
same  way  God  loves  the  world.  “God 
loves  a  man  named  Khomeini  in  Iran 
just  as  much  as  he  loves  a  man  nam¬ 
ed  Reagan  in  Washington,”  Ihnner 
said. 

Jim  Newton -writes  for  the  HMB. 


The  Baptist  Record 
wishes  for  all  of  its  readers 
A  very  happy  arid  meaningful 
New  Year! 


Teleconference  tunes 
eyes,  hearts  to  needs 

By  D’Lesa  Garnett  Carroll 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  -  Eyes  and 
hearts  were  tuned  to  crying  needs  of 
other  countries  as  Southern  Baptists 
viewed  the  second  Foreign  Missions 
Teleconference. 

'The  teleconference  originated  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  Nov.  23  and  was 
broadcast  over  the  Baptist  Telecom¬ 
munication  Network  (BTN).  Viewers 
at  more  than  200  sites  participated  in 
this  missions  program,  and  had  op¬ 
portunities  to  call  in  questions  to  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  missions  agency 
leaders  concerning  the  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions  and  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering. 
More  than  40  calls  were  phoned  in. 

Responding  to  questions  called  in  by 
viewers  were  agency  heads  R.  Keith 
Parks,  Foreign  Mission  Board  presi¬ 
dent;  James  Smith,  Brotherhood 
president;  and  Carolyn  Weatherford, 
WMU,  SBC,  executive  director.  Bill 
O’Brien,  FMB  vice-president,  served 
as  moderator  throu^iout  the  telecast. 

Segments  of  the  teleconference 
focused  on  the  critical  needs  in 
Ethiopia  and  (Colombia,  as  well  as 
Southern  Baptist  developments  in 
China  and  Grenada.  Accounts  oi  work 
done  in  the  U.S.  concerning 
missions  were  highlighted  in 
rtions  of  the  program. 

In  Ethiopia  were  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  are  starving  to  death,  foreign  mis¬ 
sionary  Jerry  Bedsole  works  as  a 
veterinarian,  giving  medical  attention 
to  dying  and  malnourished  farm 
animals. 

Most  importantly,  the  Bedsoles  and 
other  Southern  Baptists  are  sharing 
the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  with 
imbelievers.  “It’s  hard  for  someone 
that’s  starving  to  death  and  having 


physical  problems  to  hear  the  gospel.” 
said  Bedwle  Meeting  physical  needs 
is  the'first  priority,  then  sharing  God’s 
love 

Christian  brothers  and  sisters  are 
working  diligently  in  grief-stricken 
Colombia  to  minister  to  survivors  of 
the  recent  volcano  eruption.  Despite 
the  avalanche  of  mud  which  covered 
an  entire  city,  progress  is  being  made 

“Southern  Baptists  have  given 
power  plants  for  cities  without  elec¬ 
tricity,  and  food,  medicine,  and 
clothing  to  survivors  who  otherwise 
would  not  be  getting  well,”  said  mis¬ 
sionary  James  Giles  in  a  live  report 
from  Colombia. 

Carter  and  Charlotte  Davis  explain¬ 
ed  how  their  foreign  missions  w^  in 
Grenada  is  moving  ahead.  Baptists 
are  responding  to  problems  cau^  by 
the  American  invasion  by  meeting 
human  needs  and  giving  pl^ical  sup¬ 
port  in  rebuilding  homes,  buildings^ 
and  even  a  dam.  “Southern  Baptists 
have  provided  financial  support  and 
Grenada  Baptists  are  provi^ng  per¬ 
sonal  support,”  said  Carter. 

In  order  for  more  missionaries  to  be 
able  to  go  out  to  the  foreign  missions 
field,  more  money  is  needed  to  send 
them.  Parks  said. 

“If  we  really  pray  and  know  what’s 
going  on,  we’d  have  the  motivation  it 
takes  to  give,”  said  Parks. 

’The  teleconference  was  a  joint  ef¬ 
fort  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  and 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC,  to 
inspire  Southern  Baptists  to  give  to 
the  Lottie  Moon  diristmas  Offering 
during  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Fbreign 
Missions  Dec.  1-8.  The  theme  for  the 
Week  of  Prayer  is  “And  1  Will  Pray.” 

D’Lesa  Garnett  Carroll  writes  for 
WMU,  SBC. 
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A  happy  new  year 


It’s  now  1966.  We  have  a  bright  find  {t  is  also  the  time  that  we  give  We  ieam  to  say  the  right  things  at 
shining  new  year  ahead  of  us,  and  we  thought  to  doing  better  than  we  had  the  right  times,  and  we  cover  up.  The 
must  be  making  arrangements  to  use  been  doing  as  ^  begin  a  new  time  people  about  us  may  feel,  in  spite  of 
it  in  the  wisest  manner  possible.  segment  —  a  nw  year.  Sadly,  most  of  what  we  know  is  true,  that  we  are 

those  determinations  to  do  tetter  are  first-class  servants  of  the  Lord. 

It  is  a  new  page  that  we  have  to  forgotten  as  we  move  along  into  the  Perhaps,  however,  this  new  year 
write  on.  Each  of  us  will  determine  new  year.  may  provide  a  time  of  introspection, 

what  we  will  put  on  the  pages  of  this  As  we  seek  to  understand  what  our  Perhaps  we  might  examine  ourselves 

relationship  should  be  with  the  Lord,  and  see  just  how  we  measure  up  in  our 
lYuly,  Jan.  1  was  just  another  day.  ^hat  it  sh<^d  be  relationship  with  the  Creator. 

The  sun  rose  and  set  as  it  had  on  ^n»mg  deeper  as  we  move  along  on  And  for  us  at  the  Baptist  Record,  it 

theSeSda^tetwenrteforeitintte  Pilgrimage  on  this  eirth.  The  is  a  Ume  to  wish  the  best  for  all  of  dur 
previous  vear.  '  question  is,  are  we  really  giving  any  readers  as  we  enter  mto  this  new  year. 

‘  thought  to  a  deeper  relationship  and  May  dreams  and  aspirations  be  at- 

We  have,  however,  established  Jan.  thereby  an  attitude  of  greater  service ;  tainable,  and  may  we  have  the  in- 
1  as  a  time  of  new  beginning.  It  is  the  or  are  we  simply  moving  from  day  to  spiration  and  detem^^tion  to  attain 
first  day  of  the  new  year,  and  we  look  day  and  meeting  our  temporal  obliga-  them. 

upon  this  as  beginning  with  a  clean  tions  without  any  thought  as  to  how  we  *  May  this,  indeed,  be  a  happy  new 
slate.  should  relate  to  the  Lord?  vear 


ANOTH^Cr 
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Let’s  hear  it  again  for  RM  2493 


Comes  now  the  season  again  for 
embarrassment  over  RM  2493,  ^the 
petition  that  crops  up  again  and  again 
with  the  allegation  that  Madelyn  Mur¬ 
ray  O'Hair  is  trying  to  get  all  religious 
broadcasting  thrown  off  the  air. 

Madelyn  Murray  O’Hair,  as  all 
know,  is  an  atheist.  She  would  be 


delighted,  no  doubt,  if  all  religious 
broadcasting  were  put  off  the  air.  But 
she  did  not  initiate  this  petition. 

In  1974  two  California  men  filed  RM 
2493  with  the  Federal  Communica¬ 
tions  Commission  with  the  hope  that 
the  commission  would  license  no  ad¬ 
ditional  religious  radio  stations.  In 


1973  the  FCC  denied  the  petition,  and 
the  matter  was  dropped. 

’TWo  things  need  to  te  remembered. 
Madelyn  Murray  O'Hair  had  nothing 
to  do  with  RM  2943.  And  RM  2493  died 
in  1975. . 

Petitions  continue  to  crop  up  from 
time  to  time,  however,  a^ing  that 


Qiristians  would  protest  to  the  FCC 
about  RM  2493.  And  they  do,  by  the 
hundreds  of  thousands,  llie  mail  load 
at  the  FCC  has  become  staggering 
just  to  cope  with  the  letters  concern¬ 
ing  RM  2493. 

What  is  the  reason  for  all  of  this? 


William  Murray,  Mrs.  O'Hair’s  Chris¬ 
tian  s(m.  claims  his  mother  is  causing 
all  of  the  furor  in  an  effort  to  bring 
embarrassment  into  the  ranks  of 
Christianity. 

If  such  is  the  case,  the  best  way  to 
deal  with  the  matter  is  to  ignore  it. 


If  %-ou  have  a  good  excuse,  don’t  use  .  •  • 

it  truest  opinion  .  .  . 


Easy  Street  is  still  mighty  hard  to 
find. 

Hats  off  to  the  past,  coats  off  to  the 
future. 


The  Baptist  Record 

(ISSN-0005-5778) 

315  Mississippi  Street 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  Miss.  39203 
Don  McGregor  Elditor 

Tim  Nicholas  Associate  Editor 
Anne  McWilliams  Assistant 

Editor 

Evelyn  Keyes  Advertising 
Coordinator 
Florence  Larrimore  Editorial 
Assistant 

Renee  Walley  Circulation 

Assistant 

Betty  Anne  Bailey  Financial 

Records 

Irene  Martin  Computer 

Operator 

Baptnt  Kecord  Ad\'isor>'  Commillee:  klar- 
tha  ChamMcM.  Oxford  Ferrell  O  Cork.  Jr.. 
Aberdeen,  kbrcus  Finch.  Meridian,  chair¬ 
man:  Bruce  Hill.  Lexington.  Uar>’  Holland. 
Faacagoula.  Owen  Lusk.  Magee,  vice- 
chairman  Ex  officio.  Evelyn  Keyes.  Jaduon. 
secretary 

Suhacripiion  $7.35  a  year  payable  in 
advance 

Published  weekly  except  week  of  July  4  and 
Chnslmas. 

Second  Class  Postag^ paid  at  Jachaon. 
Missiaaippi 

The  Baptial  Record  is  a  reemhet  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Press  Association. 
Volume.  169  Number  46 


Florence  Larrimore 


Renee  Walley 
Betty  Anne  Bailey 


Irene  Martin 


Volunteer  missions  projects  overseas 

By  Stanlev  Stamps 


Would  you  like  to  be  a  part  of  an  ex¬ 
citing  and  meaningful  missions  ex¬ 
perience?  Of  course,  you  would. 
’Thousands  of  Southern  Baptists  have 
already  discovered  that  excitement 
and  satisfaction.  Elach  year  a  growing 
number  are  participating  ia  short¬ 
term  volunteer  proje^  all  around  the 
world. 

In  some  countries  where  mis¬ 
sionary  presence  is  restricted, 
volunteers  on  specific  assignment  are 
able  to  make  a  significant  contribu¬ 
tion  to  existing  Baptist  witness.  In 
other  countries  where  missionary 
presence  is  possible,  volunteers  have 
contributed  through  their  abilities, 
talents,  and  witness  to  the  ongoing  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  resident  missionaries  and 
national  Baptist  entities. 

Such  volunteer  resources  are  to  our 
missions  efforts  what  “hamburger 
helper”  and  “tuna-fish"  stretcher"  are 
to  the  homemaker. ’They  could  be  call¬ 
ed  “Cooperative  Program  Helpers” 
and  “Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
Stretchers”  as  they  compliment  the 
efforts  of  missionaries  and  churches 
and  help  make  existing  resources  go 
further. 

Invariably  volunteers  returning 
from  a  project  overseas,  testify  not  on¬ 
ly  of  spiritual  enrichment  of  thm  per¬ 
sonal  lives,  but  of  increased 
awareness  of  human  needs  and  oppor¬ 
tunities,  as  well  as  growth  in 
understanding  foreign  mission  efforts 


and  appreciation  for  the  missionaries. 
Their  own  contributions  for  world 
missions  through  the  normal  church 
channels  (Cooperative  Program  and 
Lottie  Moop  Christmas  Offering) 
most  likely  are  increased. 

Given  a  good  taste  of  mission  work 
overseas,  most  often  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense,  these  volunteers  frequently 
want  to  return  for  a  similar  ex¬ 
perience,  recruiting  new  volunteers  as 
they  go.  In  addition,  the  prayer  base 
for  missionary  work  (werseas  is 
broadened  and  strengthened.  The 
dividends  are  many. 

However,  one  valid  question  to  be 
answered  is,  “Wouldn’t  it  be  tetter  if 
we  just  sent  the  mpney  overseas  and 
let  the  mifeionary  pay  to  have  the 
work  done?” 

In  all  honesty,  we  might,  say  “yes.” 
National  workers  can  often  be  engag¬ 
ed  very  economically.  ’This  would  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  local  economy.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  we  might  say  “no,” 
since  to  do  otherwise  would  eliminate 
the  most  important  element  —  the 
human  element,  the  personal  touch. 
Many  people  who  go  as  volunteers  do 
so  on  personal  vacation  time  and  at 
personal  expense  and  probably  would 
not  contribute  a  relative  amount  to  an 
effort  in  which  they  were  denied  the 
privilege  to  be  personally  involved. 

Besides,  multiple  para-church  and 
para-denominational  movements  are 
constantly  offering  them  oppor¬ 


tunities  which  compete  for  both  their 
personal  invoKement  and  resources. 
Most  important  of  all  is  the  incarna- 
tional  concept  of  the  missionary 
presence  in  a  place.  The  volunteer  on 
mission  is  actually  making  himself 
available  as  any  other  missionary.  In 
that  sense,  he  is  a  missionary  on  a 
"sent-out”  mission  on  the  behalf  of  his 
local  church,  the  sponsoring  mission, 
and  his  own  Lord.  As  a  volunteer,  he 
is  being  a  missionary  in  the  most 
tangible  sense,  not  merely  reading 
about,  praying  for,  and  giving  to 
missions. 

Hence,  the  gl^test  value  of 
volunteers  on  mission  is  the  actual 
presence  of  the  volunteer  missionary 
with  specific  abilities  responding  at  a 
given  time  to  an  expressed  need. 

From  a  personal  viewpoint,  volun¬ 
teers  have  enriched  our  lives  and 
benehtted  our  ministry.  (Xir  home  has 
been  graced  and  blessed  1^ 
presence  of  numerous  volunteers  who 
have  become  a  part  of  our  extended 
missionary  family.  Friendships  and 
bonds  of  love  have  been  form^  that 
neter  would  have  were  it  not  for 
volunteer  involvement  in  projects  in 
our  field  of  ministry.  This  is  true  not 
only  between  the  volunteers  and  us, 
but  also  with  the  national  brethren 
with  whom  we  work.  ’These  are  ties 
that  are  not  easily  forgotten. 

There  are  some  important  ques¬ 
tions  'an  individual,  a  church,  or  an 


association  should  seek  to  answer 
when  the\'  think  in  terms  of  involve¬ 
ment  in  a  volunteer  project  overseas : 

1.  Is  this  project  in  respimse  to  a 
recognized  need  and  request  origi¬ 
nating  on  tte  mission  field,  or  is  it  one 
developed  in  order  to  justify  my  desire 
to  do  something  overseas? 

2.  Is  it  an  effort  that  will  contribute 
to  and  enhance  the  ministry  (rf  the 
local  church!  es>  overseas  and  resi¬ 
dent  missionaries;  or  will  it  tend  to 
draw  more  attention  to  the  church  or 
group  involved  from  the  USA? 

3.  Is  this  project  related  to  an  ongo¬ 
ing  effort  on  the  part  of  the  national 
constituency  and  your  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  reach  the  lost  for  Christ, 
effectively  disciple  them,  and  help 
them  to  become  a  pul  of  a  New ’Ihsta- 
ment-like  church;  or  is  it  a  project 
unrelated  to  any  organized  effort  to  ef¬ 
fectively  relate  those  won  to  a  warm, 
vibrant,  Christian  fellowship  of 
believers? 

Considering  these  questions  can 
help  a  prospective  volunteer  group 
evaluate  the  project  under  considera¬ 
tion  in  the  li^t  of  our  commitment  to 
cooperative  mission  efforts  and  the 
overall  objectives  of  the  Bold  Mission 
Thrust. 

Stanley  Stamps,  misriaiiary  te  Hsw- 
daras.  is  serving  daring  a  farlaagh 
periad  as  mlssisaary  in  residence 
wfth  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Brsther- 
haad  Department. 


Hudson  will 
edit  Sunday 
School  work 


NASHVILLE  —  Tom  Hudson, 
pastor  of  Oak  Forest  ChOrch, 
Jackson,  for  22  years,  has  been  nam¬ 
ed  editor  of  Con¬ 
vention  Uniform 
adult  lesson  ma¬ 
terials  by  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Sunday  School 
Board. 

He  will  begin  his 

(duties  at  the  Board 
today. 

Hudson  He  will  be 
editing  materials  for  the  adult  Con¬ 
vention  Uniform  Series  including  Sun¬ 
day  School  Young  Adults,  Sunday 
.  School  Adults,  Sunday  School  Senior 
Adults,  On  the  Wing,  and  Bible  Lesson 
Digest. 

Hudson  has  written  for  Sunday 
School  Board  materials  previously 
and  holds  a  doctor  of  ministry  degree 
from  the  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 
received  a  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  Southwestern  Seminary  and  a 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  from 
Mississippi  College. 

Befc»«  his  pastorate  in  Jackson,  he 
was  pastor  of  First  Southern  Baptist 
Church,  Anaconda,  Mont.,  and  was 
assistant  pastor,  Broadmoor  Church, 
Jackson. 

He  has  served  in  many  capacities 
in  associational  work  and  in  the  work 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 
He  has  served  as  a  member  and  as 
chairman  of  the  Baptist  Record  ad¬ 
visory  committee,  a  committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


tli'praday.  January  2,  IMC 


BAPTIST  RECXIRD  PAGE  2 


China  deeds  to  help  Christians, 
Foreign  Mission  Board  hopes 


By  Erich  Bridges 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  The 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  has  six  file  boxes  full  of  deeds 
to  property  in  (Thina,  aiid  it  hopes  the 
documents  will  help  Chinese  Chris¬ 
tians  as  they  continue  to  reopen  chur¬ 
ches  and  expand  their  activities. 

A  small  group  of  retired  and  fcnmer 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  to 
C:hina  huddled  in  the  board’s  Rich¬ 
mond  offices  in  December  to  examine 
the  documents  one  by  one.  They  con¬ 
stitute  a  fascinating  record  of  more 
than  a  century  of  Southern  Baptist 
mission  work  in  China. 

The  documents,  which  have  lain 
dormant  in  the  board’s  archives  for 
three  decades,  include  deed^to  land, 
churches,  schools,  hospitals, 
residences,  and  other  buildings  span¬ 
ning  eastern  China,  plus  numerous 
photographs,  drawings,  and  brittle 
handwritten  maps  of  properties. 

A 1924  appraisal  valued  the  proper¬ 
ties  at  almost  $3.4  million.  Their  cur¬ 
rent  value  is  anybody’s  guess.  Many 
of  the  buildings  no  longer  exist.  Much 
of  the  pnqialy  was  nationalized  by  the 


government  after  1949  when  it  was  no 
longer  possible  for  missionaries  to 
work  in  XiJhina. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  has 
never  formally  sought  compensation 
for  the  properties  —  hoping  instead 
that  Chinese  Christians  mi^t  one  day 
regain  use  of  them.  Any  money  that 
might  have,  been  realized  from  pro¬ 
perty  settlements  paled  in 
comparison. 

“It  may  be  that  such  retrieval  would 
have  to  be  over  a  long  period  of  time, 
but  with  deeds  in  hand  and  much  pa¬ 
tience,  some  progress  may  be 
gradually  made,’’  he  wrote.  Chuthen 
was  a  missionary  in  China  and  later 
secretary  (director)  for  all  the  Orient 
when  that  country  was  closed  to  mis¬ 
sion  work. 

Open  churches  in  China  now 
reportedly  number  more  than  4,(X)0 
and  the  (^inese  government  has  in 
numerous  cases  restored  and  return¬ 
ed  church  buildings,  used  for  other 
purposes  for  many  years,  to  the  con¬ 
gregations  which  once  worshiped  in 
them.  If  restoration  is  impossible  or 


Mississippians  appointed  to 
Israel,  Philippines,  Singapore 


Five  persons  with  Mississippi  ties 
were  appointed  to  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  in  December. 

j.  Dennis  and 
Bonita  Murray 
‘  were  appointed  to 
Israel  where  he 
^rwill  be  a  general 
evangelist  and  she 
will  be  a  church 
^and  home  worker. 
^  He  is  pastor  of  Big 
%  Springs  Church, 
Smith  Brookhaven. 

An  Arkansas  native,  Murray  is  a 


graduate  of  Ouachita  Baptist  Univer¬ 
sity  and  earned  the  master  of  divini¬ 
ty  degree  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  is  enrolled  in  the  doc¬ 
tor  of  theology  there  now. 

Murray  has  been  manager  of  a  fur¬ 
niture  store  in  Memphis  and  was 
assistant  division  manager  and  office 
managerjor  an  agency  in  Jackson, 
Miss.  He  worked  at  the  Brotherhood 
Commission,  was  youth  director  at 
First  Church,  Southaven,  and  was  a 
Home  Mission  board  church  planter 
in  Iowa. 

Mrs.  Murray  is  the  former  Bonita 


Lex  l^mlHa  Bewen 


Dennis  and  Bonita  Mnrray 


Pettus  of  El  Dorado,  Ark.  She  served 
as  a  church  planter  with  her  husband 
and  is  educational  secretary  at 
Metairie  (L^.)  Church. 

The  Murrays  have  one  child,  Jon 
Michael,  born  in  1972. 

Floy  0.  Smith  will  serve  as  a 
business  services  worker  in  the  mis¬ 
sion  in  the  Philippines.  She  has  been 
coordinator  of  computer  services  for 
the  Department  of  Defense 
Dependents  Schools  in  Okinawa, 
Japan. 

Born  in  Piave,  Miss.,  Smith  is  the 
daughter  of  the  late  William  and  Elia 
Smith,  formerly  of  Lake,  Miss.  While 
growing  up  she  attended  (bounty  Line 
Church,  State  Line,  Miss.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  with  a  master  of  science 
degree 

Mrs.  Smith  has  been  a  coordinator 
of  vocational  training  for  the  public 
schools  in  Hattiesburg,  worked  for  a 
state  investigative  staff  in  Louisiana, . 
and  was  part  time  youth  director  at 
First  Church,  Hatteisburg. 

Lex  and  Pamela  Bowen  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  Singapore  where  he  will  be 
a  general  evangelist  and  she  will  be 
a  church  and  home  worker. 

(Chntinued  on  page  4) ' 


impractical,  the  government 
sometimes  [Hcvides  alternate  pit^r- 
ties  or  arranges  for  rental  payments. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  deeds 
will  be  cataloged,  computerized,  and 
made  available  on  request  to  Chinese 
Christian  leaders,  accwding  to  Lewis 
Myers,  director  of  Cooperative  Ser¬ 
vices  International,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  new  liaison  program  with  China. 

“In  some  places  the  presence  of  the 
deed  in  the  hands  of  the  Christian 
leaders  talking  to  the  (government) 
Bureau  of  Religious  Affairs  could  pro¬ 
bably  help  restore  property  to  be  us- 
jed,’'  Myers  said.  “In  other  cases,  if  it 
isn’t  already  nailed  down  as  proper¬ 
ty  belonging  to  a  church  or  religious 
group,  they  might  register  it  as  such 
and  get  paid  fair  rental  value  for  the 
use  the  government  is  making  of  it.” 

The  deeds  include  extensive  {m>- 
perties  in  Shanghai,  Canton 


(Guangzhou),  Kweilin  (Guilin), 
Chengchou  (Zhengzhou)  and  other 
cities.  A  few  examples; 

—an  elaborate  deed  few  property  in 
Chefoo  (now  Yantai)  in  north  China, 
originally  purchased  from  the  im¬ 
perial  Russian  government  in  1980. 

—deeds  for  a  church,  residence, 
boys’  and  girls’  schools  and  mission 
compound  in  Wuchow  (Wurzhou), 
south  China,  and  a  70-year  lease  on 
the  stout  Memorial  Hospital,  where 
famed  missionary  doctor  Bill  Wallace 
practiced.  The  lease  didn’t  expire  un¬ 
til  1984. 

— deeds  for  college  and  seminary 
property  in  Shanghai.  The  Baptist- 
founded  University  of  Shanghai  is  now 
the  Shanghai  Institute  of  Mechanical 
Engineering. 

Erich  Bridges  writes  for  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 


Crestwood  assets  to  Village 

A  check  for  $25,684  is  handed  to  Harokf  Kitchings,  center,  executive  director  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation,  by  Earl  Baker,  second  from  left  on  behalf  of  the 
former  members  of  Crestwood  Church,  Jackson.  The  church  disbanded  and  made 
its  financial  assets  available  to  the  Baptist  Children's  Village  through  the  foundation. 
The  physical  plant  of  the  church  was  given  to  Hinds-Madison  Association.  In  the  phOlo 
are  Jeff  Iwiner,  left,  chairman  of  deacons;  Baker,  church  treasurer;  Kitchings;  Paul 
Nunnery,  executive  director  of  the  Children’s  Village;  and  Truett  Smith,  right,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  closing  committee  for  the  church.  The  three  church  members  named 
were  on  the  closing  committee  along  with  Bill  Johnsop  arxt  AiiOn  Bethany,  aH  deacons. 
An  additional  deacon  was  David  Price. 


‘Gk)od  enough  for  Moses” 

HAZARD,  Ky.  (EP)  —  The  'Ifen  Clommandments  hang  on  classroom 
walls  in  Perry  County.  Alone  among  the  state’$  180  school  districts,  it 
refuses  to  ban  the  ancient  moral  code  from  public  schools. 

Five  years  ago  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  declared  unconstitutional  a 
state  law  requiring  that  the  Thn  (Commandments  be  posted  in  all  public 
schools.  The  Kentucky  Attewney  General  issued  an  opinion  saying  this 
meant  that  the  commandments  must  be  removed.  Last  year,  after  a  com¬ 
plaint  by  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  in  Kentucky,  the  State 
Board  (rf  Education  again  requested  their  removal.  But  against  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  its  lawyer,  the  Perry  County  board  voted  to  fight. 

“It^  time  for  Qiristian  people  to  stand  up  for  more  morals  in  the  school 
system,”  coal  hauler  (Cturles  D.  Campbell,  who  serves  on  the  school 
board,  told  The  Courier-Jovraal  in  Lou^ville  ‘The  Ihn  (Commandments 
were  good  enough  for  Moses,  and  I  believe  they  need  to  be  taught.” 
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Penthouse,  Playboy  circulation 
drops,  thanks  to  “...Decency” 


Peace  Committee 


TUPEILO,  Miss.  (EP)  —  Penthouse  and  Playboy  magazines  have  both 
suffered  serious  circulation  drops,  and  both  attribute  the  drops  to  ef¬ 
forts  by  the  National  Federation  for  Decency,  according  to  a  report  in 
NFD  Journal. 

The  report  cites  an  article  in  Advertising  Age,  which  said,  “Playboy’s 
current  4,202,324  circulation  is  far  below  the  1.2  million  it  claimed  at  its 
peak  in  1972.  Penthouse's  circulation,  which  peaked  at  4,711,849  in  1979, 
now  stands  at  3,200,863  .  . .  Executives  from  both  magazines  say  these 
circulation  drops  are  in  large  part  a  result  of  boycotts  by  groups,  such 
as  the  National  Federation  for  Decency,  that  have  lobbied  to  prevent 
distribution  of  the  magazines  at  convenience  stores.’’ 

NFD  reports  that  single  copy  sales,  in  stores  such  as  7-Eleven,  account 
for  93  percent  of  all  sales  for  Penthouse,  and  nearly  40  percent  of 
Playboy’s  distribution.  NFD  estimates  that  sale  of  pornographic 
magazines  brings  7-Eleven  an  annual  profit  of  $30  million. 


Politics,  structure 
discussions  slated 


ATLANTA  <BP1  —  Political  ac-  Committee  members,”  Fuller  said,  i  from  the  very  beginning.” 
tivities  within  the  Southern  Baptist  Fuller  said  he  referred  to  the  The  committee  will  meet  in  Dallas 

Convention  will  be  discussed  when  the  political  activities  during  a  devotional  Jan.  20-21  and  April  3-4,  and  in  Atlan- 
SBC  Peace  Committee  meets  in  time  when  he  encouraged  committee  ta  Feb.  24-25  and  May  13-14. 

Dallas,  Jan.  20-21.  members  to  set  examples  in  helping 

The  22-member  committee,  elected  lower  the  profile  of  the  on-going  con- 
during  the  1985  annual  meeting  of  the  vention  controversy.  He  added  he  did 
SBC,  voted  to  move  from  theological  not  directly  mention  recent 
matters  to  political  activities  and  “theological  position  meetings”  at- 
structural  matters  when  they  con-  tended  by  thrw  committee  members  r 
tinue  their  work  to  seek  the  causes  of  Rogers,  Moore  and  Jerry  Vines,  co- 
the  controversy  in  the  14.4-million  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
member  denomination  and  to  make  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
recommendations  about  how  to  solve  Moore  spoke  at  two  meetings  in 
them.  North  Caroliiu,  Rogers  at  meetings  in 

“We  said  after  our  initial  meeting  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  and  Vines 
we  would  begin  with  a  discussion  of  spoke  at  ^  meeting  in  Florida,  Fuller 
theological  matters,  because  we  said. 

believe  that  is  the  root  from  which  the  Fuller  said  the  committee  members 

other  problems  spring,”  said  Chair-  —  from  all  theological  spectrums  — 
man  Charles  Fuller,  pastor  of  First  agreed  the  committee  should  discuss 
Church,  Roanoke,  Va.  “We  also  said  the  political  activiti^  and  their 
we  would  discuss  other  matters  such  ramifications  “no-holds  barred  and 
as  pohtical,  structural  and  parliamen-  head-on.” 

tary.  We  will  now  begin  to  do  that.”  Other  matters  scheduled  for  the 
He  added  one  member  said  the  January  meeting  include  a  discussion 
group  should  discuss  the  fact  the  two  of  the  SBC  presidency  and  presiden- 
men  most  frequently  mentioned  as  tial  powers.  It  is  the  election  of  the 
candidates  for  the  SBC  presidency  in  presidrat  and  the  use  of  his  appointive 
1986  are  committee  members;  Adrian  and  presiding  powers  which  have 
Rogers,  former  SBC  president  and  been  at  the  focus  of  the  seven-year 
pastor  of  Bellevue  Church,  Memphis,  political  struggle, 
and  Winfred  Moore,  current  SBTC  first  Fuller  said  the  committee  also  will 
vice-president  anii  pastor  of  First  discuss  the  role  of  the  parliamen- 
Church,  Amarillo,  l^s.  tarian  —  another  sae  point  in  the  con-  be  meeting  on  May  1,  rather  than  the 

Moore  is  widely  speculated  to  be  the  troversy  —  and  the  possibility  of  March  22  date, 
possible  candidate  for  the  SBC  negative  designation  of  Cooperative  This  planning  session  was  the  first 
moderates.  He  drew  45  percent  of  the  Program  funds.  Generally,  undesig-  ever  for  the  educators  who  hope  to  en- 
vote  in  1985,  challenging  current  presi-  nated  funds  are  counted  .  as  courage  volunteer  missions  work 
dent  and  cimimittee  member  Charles  Cooperative  Program  giving,  but  among  teachers  and  school  staffs 
F.  Stanly  of  Atlanta.  Rogers,  who  was  some  have  suggested,  a  way  around  which  have  summer  hiatuses, 
elected  president  in  1979  and  declin-  the  controversy  is  to  allow  churches  The  most  specific  planning  was 
ed  a  second  term  in  1980,  recently  was  to  decline  to  support  causes  they  dif-  with  the  Lay  Renewal  group,  readying 
mentioned  by  a  leading  conservative  fer  strongly  with.  for  the  promotional  Year  of  the  Laity 

as  his  choice  for  president.  The  chairman  said  the  Peace  Com-  in  1989.  There  will  be  a  lay  renewal 

“The  committee  member  did  not  mittee  was  briefed  on  a  lawsuit  filed  retreat  in  1987  to  introduce  lay 
express  a  view  on  whether  the  men  Dec.  5  in  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  renewal  leaders  to  area  coordinators, 
should  serve,  but  only  said  he  thinks  Northern  District  of  Georgia  in  Atlan-  There  will  be  fall  1987  area  retreats, 
the  committee  should  discuss  all  ta,  by  three  moderates  who  claim  ml-  spring  1988  associational  retreats,  and 
aspects  of  the  convention  politics,  ings  and  presiding  at  the  1985  annual  throughout  1989  there  will  be  chur- 
even  those  involving  current  Peace  meeting  “violated  their  rights.”  chwide  retreats. 

Robert  S.  Crowder  and  his  wife.  The  Mission  Service  Corps  leaders 

IVf*  icciVkrkianc  J>>lia,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  also  met  to  plan  their  March  21-22  con- 

ivllSSlSSippioIlS  Henry  Cooper  of  Windsor,  Ma,  filed  frence  in  conjunction  with  the  Baptist 

•  .1  the  suit  against  the  SBC  and  the  SBC  Men’s  Conference  James  Cecil,  direc- 

Executive  Committee,  seeking  to  have  tor  of  laity  abroad  with  the  Foreign 
TP  »  •  f  oflu  the  election  of  the  1986  Committee  on  Mission  Board,  will  be  guest.  And  the 
(conunueo  trom  page  ^  Boards,  Commissions  and  Standing  group  will  be  scheduling  a  corps 
A  Georgia  native,  Bowen  is  a  Committees  set  aside  because  of  what  orientatiop  meeting  in  the  latter  part 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College  and  they  claim  are  “violations  of  the  of  the  1986  early  1987. 
earned  the  rhaster  of  divinity  degree  bylaws”  of  the  SBC.  * 

from  Southwestern  Seminary.  Prior  to  filing  suit,  Crowder  told  CorreCtioil 

He  has  been  youth  director  of  Oak  Baptist  Press  he  decided  to  press  his 
Forest  Church,  Jackson,  and  was  cause  in  the  courtroom,  citing  l|ie  In  the  Baptist  Press  story, 
pastor  of  churches  in  Oklahoma.  He  Peace  Committee’s  decision  to  diBcdss  “$50,000  in  hunger  funds  sent  to 

is  pastor  of  Calvary  Church,  'Dilsa.  theological  matters  first  as  one  of  his  Missouri  farmers,”  in  the  Baptist 

Mrs.  Bowen,  the  former  Pamela  reasons.  Record,  Dec.  19,  the  farm  acreage 

Box,  is  the  daughter  of  missionaries  Fuller  said  the  committee  intended  for  Missouri  was  listed  as  79,369 

to  Malaysia  and  Singapore.  Her  father  all  along  to  discuss  political  and  struc-  acres.  That  figure  referes  to  the 

Imow pastor  of  First  Church,  Moore,  tural  matters,  and  had  announced  total  acres  under  cultivation  in  the  , 

Okla.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Mississip-  that  intention.  “We  will  begin  in  state.  _ 

pi  College  and  has  worked  as  a  music  January.  That,  in  his  opinion,  might  .  ^  »  j  w  .. 

teacher.  •  not  be  quick  enough  for  Mr.  Crowder,  ^  homemade  fnend  is  better  than 

The  Bowens  have  two  children;  but  as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  are  y*"  Duy 

Spencer  Reid,  bmn  in  1981;  and  keeping  the  faith  with  what  we  were  Sin  causes  the  cup  of  joy  to  spring 
)kitaanda  Hoyce,  1984.  charged  to  do  and  with  what  we  said*  a  leak. 


ivien  s  groups 
plan  for 
March  meets 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

Sclnol  ft  CiMPCii  Foniltire 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
fnraishiags  fer  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
Schooi,  Anditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 
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(next  to  Shonoy's  Hwy.  49S.) 
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PASTORAL  EWVGEUSM 
CONFERENCE 

Scptadber  15-18, 1986 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Coafereace  Ccaler 

IVvent^  confetences  on  evangelism,  sponsored  by  Ac  Home  Misskm  Board 
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SpcdaUaed  iltwigrllsm  Dept,  Hork  Mission  Board,  SK 

^  Spring  Street,  NV;  Allanla,'GA  30367-5601>404«75-404l 


FMB  names  record  429; 

relief  nears  $10  million 


Bv  Bob  Stanley 


RICHMOND.  Va.  (BP)— Southern 
Baptists  added  a  record  429  new- 
overseas  missionary  personnel  in  1985 
and  also  moved  close  to  the  $10  million 
mark  in  world  hunger  and  relief 
giving. 

These  reports,  made  at  the 
December  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board,  came 
amid  reports  of  new  ways  the  board 
is  exploring  to  reach  areas  of  the 
world  where  missionaries  cannot  go. 

At  the  same  time,  the  board  warn¬ 
ed  financial  support  is  lagging  behind 
missionary  growth  and  urged 
Southern  Baptists  to  give  sacrificial- 
ly  both  through  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  and  the  1985  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for  foreign  mis¬ 
sions.  The  goal  this  year  is  $70  million. 

Board  trustees  approved  46  new 
missionaries  in  December  and  reap¬ 
pointed  five  to  reach  the  record  figure. 
Previous  high  was  406  named  in  1962. 

Relief  giving  to  meet  human  need 
around  the  world  surged  to  $9.8 
million  through  the  end  of  November, 
the  latest  figures  available.  The  total 
'for  all  of  1984  was  $7.2  million. 

The  emotional  high  point  of  the  Dec. 
9-11  meeting  came  as  President  R. 
Keith  Parks  and  Executive  Vice- 
President  William  R.  O’Brien  told  of 
their  recent  visit  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

O’Brien,  who  has  1^  in  seeing  new 
ways  to  cooperatelietter  with  Baptists 
in  both  the  U.S.S.R.  and  China,  said 
the  spiritual  health  of  Christians  in 
these  two  countries  is  evident  in  the 
depth  of  their  worship  and  growth  that 
has  occurred  even  during  years  of 
oppression. 


God  creating 


“Marxism,  Leninism,  and  Maoism 
has  been  a  20th  Century  Darius  in  the 
hands  of  God  creating  a  climate  in 
which  the  church  could  get  well,”  he 
said.  “And  in  China  and  the  Soviet 
Union  it  is  getting  well.”  (Darius  the 
Great,  king  of  ancient  Persia,  helped 
restore  Israel  after  the  Babylonian  ex¬ 
ile  and  made  it  possible  to  complete 
rebuilding  the  Tiemple.) 

“I  don’t  know  what  it’s  going  to  take 
for  us  to  get  where  they  are  ( in  the 
purity  of  the  church),”  O’Brien  said. 
“I  don’t  want  to  go  through  what 
they’ve  gone  through  to  get  there.  But 
it  probably  will  take  either  a  revolu¬ 
tion  or  a  revival.”  He  said  he  hoped  for 
the  latter. 

O’Brien  noted  that  in  1917  when  the 
Russian  revolution  broke  out,  the 
church  there  was  arguing  over  the 
width  of  the  hem  of  the  bishop’s  robe.” 

“Having  experienced  what  I’ve  ex¬ 
perienced,”  he  said,  “I’ve  decided  the 
things  we  argue  about  are  directly 
proportional  to  the  distance  we  are 
from  the  real  issues.  God  help  us.  God 
revive  us.  God  help  us  learn  from  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  these  (other) 
parts.”  ■ 

Parks  said  Southern  Baptists  must 
resist  the  human  and  cultural 
pressures  to  remain  local  and  respond 
instead  to  the  Christian  mandate  tp  be 
global. 

“The  exploding  opportunities  for  in¬ 
terchange  betw*een  Baptist  people,  as 
well  as  other  Christians,  and  the 


Christians  in  China  is  literall\  over¬ 
whelming."  Parks  said.  He  noted  the 
recent  visit  of  a  Foieign  Mission 
Board  film  crew  to  portray  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ehurch  in  China  can  be  a  “win¬ 
dow  through  which  we  can  catch  a 
glimpse  of  God’s  moving  among  a” 
great  people.” 

A  letter  from  Bishop  Ding  Gaung- 
yun  (K.  H.  Ting),  head  of  the  Three- 
Self  Patriotic  (Protestant)  Movement 
and  the  China  Christian  Council,  ex¬ 
pressed  hope  this  film  would  create 
“waves  upon  waves”  of  prayer  from 
the  Christians  of  America  for  the 
Christians  of  China,  Pa^s  reported. 

Last  April  a  new  entity.  Cooperative 
Services  International,  was  created  to 
help  channel  Southern  Baptists  who 
want  to  respond  to  requests  from 
China  and  other  countries  which  do 
not  admit  missionaries,  but  do  want 
teachers  and  others  with  technical 
expertise. 

Underscoring  its  readiness  to  offer 
whatever  assistance  non-Christian  na¬ 
tions  will  accept,  the  board  gave  ap¬ 
proval  for  projects  in  Kampuchea 
(Cambodia),  Laos  and  Vietnanri.  It 
was  the  first  such  action  since 
Southern  Baptists  left  Vietnam  and 
Laos  in  1975. 

Parks  also  noted  the  growing  desire 
by  Baptists  in  other  countries  where 
Southern  Baptists  work  to  be  full  part¬ 
ners  in  worldwide  evangelization, 
both  in  developing  strategy  and  send¬ 
ing  rnissionaries. 

While  the  board  met  in  Richmond, 
Baptist  leaders  from  seven  Asian  na¬ 
tions  met  in  Hong  Kong  to  talk  about 
their  involvement  in  “sharing  the 
gospel  with  the  multitudes  of  Asia,” 
Parks  pointed  out.  Similar  con¬ 
ferences,  stemming  from  the 
worldwide  consultation  held  last  June 
in  Ridgecrest,  ^N.C.,  will  take  place 
soon  in  Latin  America. 

“These  and  many  other  elements 
have  caused  me  to  realize  that  those 
of  us  here  must  carefully  and  prayer¬ 
fully  search  for  the  next  step  in  world 
evangelization.”  Parks  said.  “But  in 
seeking  new  ways  to  witness,  he  em¬ 
phasized,  the  board  will  not  abandon 
its  present  approach.  “In  no  way,”  he 
said,  “do  I  envision  any  diminishing 
of  the  emphasis  upon  geographic  ad¬ 
ministration,  on  the  career  mis¬ 
sionary.  on  comprehensive  method¬ 
ology,  on  the  biblical  basis  of 
evangelism  that  results  in  churches, 
and  on  seeking  to  communciale  all 
this  to  Southern  Baptists.” 

All  these  are  essential,  he  said,  in 
order  to  take  the  next  step.  “I  have  an 
increasing  awareness  the  Lord  has 
brought  us  to  this  stage  in  order  that 
we  can  become  a  more  significant 
factor  in  the  evangelization  of  the 
world  beyond  the  locales  where  mis¬ 
sionaries  can  live  and  perhaps  bey-ond 
the  circle  of  Baptist  kinds  of  people. 

To  take  advantage  of  opportunities 
in  countries  where  the  board  does 
have  work,  the  board  appropriated  $6 
million  to  purchase  strategic  proper¬ 
ties.  The  money,  available  this  year 
because  of  the  greater  buying  power 
of  a  strong  American  dollar,  will  pro¬ 
vide  $750,000  for  each  of  the  eight 
geographic  areas  of  work  to  buy  land 
in  fast-growing  population  areas  as 


future  sites  for  churches  or  other  mis¬ 
sion  needs. 

Charles  Bryan,  senior  vice- 
president  for  overseas  operations, 
said  this  is  a  “one-time  opportunity” 
to  acquire  property  which  will  be 
financially  out  of  reach  in  the  years 
ahead.  . 

Even  as  this  action  was  taken.  Carl 
Johnson,  the  board’sjreasurer,  noted 
the  board  had  to  raise  cost-of-living 
allowances  for  missionaries  in  88  of 
the  106  countries  or  territories  where 
Southern  Baptists  have  worit.  These 
increases  will  use  $1.3  million  of  the 
$2  million  which  had  been  set  up  as  a 
hedge  against  such  possible  increases 
when  the  1986  budget  was  approved  in 
October. 

Johnson  said  he  could,  nqt  help  be¬ 
ing  'uneasy  about  the  impact  that 
declining  value  of  the  US.  dollar  could 
have  in  1966. 

He  urged  Sbuthem  Baptists  to  give, 
sacrificially  to  meet  their  churches’ 
Lottie  Moon  offering  goals  and  then  to 
increase  their  regular  giving  through 
the  Cooperative  Program.  This  is  the 
plan  through  which  members  of  the 
denominaition’s  36, Om  churches  give  to 
support  their  state,  national  and 
glotol  programs. 

In  other  actions  the  board  paid 
tribute  to' George  H.  Hays,  retiring 
Dec.  31  as  director  of  work  in  East 
Asia,  and  named  William  L.  C. 
Richardson  to  succeed  Raymond  Kolb 
as  field  associate  to  Thurmon  Bryant, 
director  of  work  in  eastern  Southern 
America. 

Richardson.  51,  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  will 
work  in  Brazil  as  a  liaison  between  the 
board  and  the  329  missionaries  and 
journeymen  assigned  to  Brazil.  He  is 
president  of  the  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Minas  Gerais  in  Belo 
Horizonte,  Brazil.  Kolb,  who  is  66  and 
nearing  retirement,  will  continue  in 
the  assignment  until  Richardson 
returns  from  an  upcoming  furlough  to 
the  U  S. 

Rob  Stanley  writes  for  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 


Parkway  announces 
evangelism  clinic 

Jackson's  Parkway  Church  will 
hold  a  six  day  International 
Evangelism  Explosion  Clinic,  Jan. 

17-22.  Leader  for 
the  clinic  will  be 
Bob  Reccord. 
pastor  of  outreach 
and  spiritual-  de- 
lH^  velopment  at 


Carmel  Baptist 
Church,  Lharlotte, 
N.C. 

Reccord  is  a 
Reccord  former  director  of 
witness  training  for  the  Home  Mission 
Board  and  was  director  of  leadership 
training  for  Evangelism  EIxplosion  In¬ 
ternational,  an  interdenominational 
witness  training  organization. 


Bryce  Evans  has  resigned  as  pastor 
(A  lead  Church,  Greene  County,  and  is 
preaching  in  a  church  in  Alatwma. 


Denham  leads  Ministerial  Education  officers 


Pictured  left  to  right  are  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Board  of  Ministerial  Educa¬ 
tion;  Hardy  Denham,  president;  ^san  Puckett,  secretary;  Lannie  tamer,  treasurer; 
and  Glenn  Eaves,  vice  president.  ^ 


WHITING.  NJ:  (EP)  -  Reformed 
Episcopalians  reaffirmed  their  posi¬ 
tion  to  abortion  and  their  support  of 
alternatives  to  abortion  during  the 
105th  Council  of  the  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  Synod  of  the  Reform 
Episcopal  Church. 


MID.WINTER  BIBLE  CONFERENCE 

with 

RON  DUNN 


First  Baptist  Church 

430  N.  President  St. 
Jackson,  Ms.H^H 


Conference  Sessions: 

Sunday  —  5:30  &  7:00  p.m. 
Monday/Tuesday  —  7:00  p.m 
Wednesday  —  6:00  p.m. 

Jan.  5  through  8 


Preschool  &  Childcare  provided 


Ron  Dunn 


MISSISSIPPI  FAITH  AT  WORK  CONFERENCE 
JANUARY  31  -  FEBRUARY  2. 1986 
JACKSON.  MISSIS|SIPPI 


CONFERENCE  SPEAKERS:  . 

HERB  BARKS  BRENSAS  MASSISC. 

JOYCE  lANDORF  CHARLES  KIBL/.NGER 

KARL  OL5SON  KEITH  HOSE) 

DAVE  STONER  M  >  RON  MA  DDES 


KATHLEEN  BL'SH 
LOUSE  MOHR 
IXn  PHI'S  U  EAR! 


CONFERENCE  THEME: 

“FEAR  NOT.  FOR  I  HAVE 
REDEEMED  YOL'" 

CALL  OR  WRITE  FOR 
REGISTRATION  INFORMATION 
MRS  BECKY  CALDWELL 
58T7  CYPRESS  TRAIL 
JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI  3921 1 
PHONE  (601)  956-7326 


if 
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Jarett  Richardson  of  Kosciusko  saws  a  shower  frame. 


Bin  Traywick  of  Marks  and  Buck  Fortner  of  Lambert  carry  a  board  to  the  ripsaw. 


Lionjerence 
Center  nears 
completion 


The  conference  center  at  Central 
Hills  Baptist  Retreat  near  Kosciusko 
should  be  completed  by  March  31,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Paul  Harrell,  state 
Brotherhood  director. 

Most  of  the  work  of  the  building, 
which. will  house  64  campers,  is  being 
dope  by  vofantaer  laboc.  Joe  Heranneaf 
of  Holiandale  is  beading  up  the 
volunteer  labor,  supervising 
construction. 

The  center  will  be  used  for  camp¬ 
ing  operations  in  summer  aiKi  in  tte 
off  season  will  be  available  for  church 
and  associational  groups. 

Pimding  for  the  c«iter  is  coming 
from  the  sale  of  the  Kittiwake  proper¬ 
ty  on  the  Gulf  Coast  which  is  the 
former  RA  camp. 

H^rell  contacted  the  Heramieys 
after  reading  of  their  volunteer  work 
in  Mexico  in  an  article  in  the  Baptist 


Buddy  Hunt  of  Bosier  CHy,  La.,  frames  in  a  wirKtow  on  the  confererrce  center  at 
Central  Hills. 


Voiuntoer  painters  Katherine  Heranney  of  HoUandate  and  Cieo  Hunt  of  Bosiei 
City,  Ll^,  show  their  roWats  used  to  paint  the  entire  outside  of  the  building. 


Projections  indicate  declining  rate 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  - 
Slow  progress  in  membership  and 
giving  coupled  with  decreases  in 
some  programs  last  year  (in¬ 
cluding  baptisms)  paint  a  rather 
tentative  —  not  bold  —  picture  of 
Southern  Baptists,  according  to 
1985  statistical  projections. 

One  of  the  bright  spots  is  the  an¬ 
ticipation  1.0  percent,  or  78,573,  in¬ 
crease  for  Sunday  School,  which 
has  just  completed  a  five-year 
enrollment  emphasis.  The  new 
enrollment  total  should  be  more 
than  7.9  million,  the  fourth  con¬ 
secutive  record  high.  The  gain  is 
almost  double  the  1964  increase. 

Membership  in  Southern  Baptist 
churches  is  projected  to  increase 
by  a  slower  rate  in  1985  than  in  any 
year  since  1926,  when  churches  in 
the  Baptist  Missionary  Association 
were  dropped  from  Smthern  Bap¬ 


tist  records.  The  projected  in¬ 
crease  of  0.7  percent,  or  100,448, 
would  bring  the  new  total  to 
14,450,105. 

In  the  1950s,  annual  membership  - 
increases  were  in  the  three  and 
four  percent  range  followed  by  two 
percent  average  gains  in  the  60s 
and  gains  averaging  below  two 
/  percent  in  the  70s.  The  potent  in¬ 
creases  have  dropped  four  of  the 
five  years  in  the  1960s,  even  though 
the  total  membership  has  increas¬ 
ed  every  year. 

Baptisms  in  the  denomination 
are  predicted  to  decrease^  1965  by 
6.9  percent,  or  25,670,  from  the  1964 
total,  to  346,358.  Slightly  lower 
totals  were  reported  in  1977  and 
1978,  which  were  the  lowest  since 
1949.  The  record  for  baptisms  in 
the  denomination  was  445,725  in 
1972 


Church  music  enrollment  pro¬ 
vided  another  bright  spot,  with  an 
increase  predicted  for  the  20th  con^ 
secutive  year.  The  number  of 
musicians  participating  in 
Southern  Baptist  churches  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  go  up  by  0.6  percent,or 
10,004,  to  a  new  total  of  more  than 
1.67  million.  . 

Although  total  receipts  and  mis¬ 
sion  expenditures  for  the 
denomination  increased  faster 
than  the  rate  of  inflation,  the 
percentages  were  lower  than  for 
the  past  several  years. 

Mission  expenditures,  estimated 
to  increase  6.7  percent,  or  more 
than  638  million,  are  projected  to 
total  $606,119,138  for  the  year.  This 
would  be  the  lowest  increase  since 
1971. 

Ibtal  receipts  are  projected  to  in¬ 
crease  by  5.7  percent,  almost  $209 


million,  to  a  new  high  of  more  than 
$3.8  billion.  This  would  be  the 
lowest  percentage  increase  since 
1966. 

Brotherhood  is  predicted  to  in¬ 
crease  by  0.4  percent  for  the 
seventh  consecutive  yearly  gain. 
The  additional  2,274  persons  will 
bring  Brotherhood  enrollment  to 
570,657. 

(Thurch  Training  enrollment  is 
predicted  to  decrease  by  11  per¬ 
cent,  or  21,702,  to  a  new  total  of 
1,951,205.  This  is  the  second 
straight  year  for  church  training  to 
decrease,  but  it  comes  on  the  heels 
of  four  consecutive  years  of  gains 
which  totaled  13.4  percent. 

Enrollment  in  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  is  projected  to  lose 
0.5  percent  or  5,848  for  the  year, 
brining  the  new  total  to  more  than 
1.16  million.  This  also  would  be  the 


second  consecutive  loss  following 
four  straight  increases. 

Estimates  for  the  statistical  pro¬ 
jections  are  based  on  information 
from  28,380  Uniform  (Thurch  Let¬ 
ters  received  the  earliest  in  the 
research  services  department  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board.  Martin  Bradley, 
director  of  the  department,  cau¬ 
tioned  that  normal  statistical 
sampling  error  could  cause  the 
estimates  to  differ  slightly  from 
the  final  totals  which  will  include 
more  than  36,000  letters. 

The  final  statistical  report  for 
1985  will  be  released  in  February 
1986.  It  will  include  all  nine  key 
categories  in  the  projections  plus 
a  report  on  the  number  of  churches 
in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

Jim  Lowry  writes  for  the  Sunday 
School  Board. 


The  Light,  of  the  World 

Dec.  8, 1985;  Today  in  Kathmandu,  him  to  be  pushed  onto^he  ferry. 
Nepal,  on  a  24-day  journey  around  the  “Darkness  shall  cover  the  earth  and 
world,  r  watched  a  little  boy  in  an  a  dark  cloud  the  nations,”  wrote 
English-speaking  Protestant  con-  Isaiah  (ch.  60),  but  he  also  said,  “The 
gregation  light  an  advent  candle,  an-  Lord  shall  rise  over  you  ....  Nations 
nouncing,  “Joy  to  the  world,  the  light  shall  walk  in  your  light  and  kings  in 
is  come !  ”  a  dawning  radiance.  Lift  up  your  eyes 

“And  the  light  shineth  in  the  round  about  and  see.” 
darkness,  and  the  darkness  com-  The  Light  is  come,  and  everywhere 
prehended  it  not”  (John  1:5).  All  shines  steadily  through  the  darkness, 
along.  I’ve  known  about  the  darkness,  “Arise,  shine,  for  thy  light  is  come” 
but  never  before  have  I  so  felt  its  (Isa.  60:1).  I  read  that  on  a  banner  in 
thickness,  its  horror  and  gloom.  On  Bangladesh.  Deborah  stitched  it  on  a 
every  street  stands  a  blood-stained  banner  when  she  was  a  GA  in  Loui- 
Hindu  shrine  —  more  shrines  and  siana. .  Now  she  and  her  husband, 
idols  than  there  are  people  here,  I  Richard  Farley,  are  rays  of  light  in 
read.  Across  the  valley,  in  the  shadow  Bangladesh.  I  ate  lunch  in  their  home, 
of  the  Himalayas,  is  the  Monkey  beside  a  Christmas  tree.  On  their 
Shrine  where  Buddhists  climb  a  development  project  they  grow  ducks 
mountainside  to  light  incense  and  and  goats,  and  he  shares  his  farming 
where  b^gars  sit  beside  the  pathway,  knowledge  with  the  Bengalis. 

How  I  longed  to  say,  “Silver  and  gold  At  Magura,  Bangladesh,  115  miles 
have  I  none,  but  such  as  I  have  give  (a  six  or  seven-hour  drive)  from 
I  thee.”  Yet  here  there  is  no  freedom  Dhaka,  a  red  Christmas  star  is  attach- 
to  witness,  even  had  I  known  their  ed  to  a  long  pole.  It  declares  to  the 
language.  thousands  who  pass  by,  on  foot  and 

In  Bangkok,  'Thailand,  one  night  at  every  other  conveyance  known  to 
the  Candle  Festival,  I  watched  hun-  man,  that  the  Light  of  the  World  is 
dreds  place  lighted  candles,  with  come.  A  small  white  church  beside  it 
flower  and  grain  offerings,  on  the  sur-  has  a  cross  on  top.  Inside  the  church 
face  of  a  lake.  They  worship  Buddha,  I  attended  a  Baptist  Women’s 
and  were  giving  thanks  to  “the  gods  meeting.  ( It’s  across  the  road  from 
of  the  harvest.”  The  lights  on  the  James  and  Guinevere  Young’s  house) 
water  were  beautiful,  and  this  same  Women  with  happy  faces,  and  dress- 
ritual  was  repeated  on  rivers  and  ed.  in  bright  saris,  sang  for  us  a 
lakes  in  many  places  that  night.  But  Bengali  (Christmas  carol.  Joan  Peter- 
I  could  hear  the  Lord  saying, '“I,  son,  Mildred  Jenkins  (Guinevere’s 
Jehovah,  am  a  jealous  God,  and  I  will  mother).  Pansy  Rankin  (Jerry 
have  no  other  gods  before  me.”  My  Rankin’s  mother),  Guin,  and  Gloria 
whole  being  was  filled  with  love  for  'Thurmaif  sang  “Hark,  the  Herald 
the  brilliant,  hospitable,  friendly  Thai  Angels  Sing.”  What  joy  of  oneness 
people  I  stood  there  with  tears  I  could  with  our  Bengali  sisters! 
not  stop.  “Jehovah  is  the  God  of  the  In  Dhaka  I  lighted  an  advent  can- 
Harvest  whom  you  wish  to  thank,”  my  die  on  Dec.  1,  in  the  home  of  James 
heart  cried.  “He  is  a  God  of  love,  and  and  Betty  McKinley,  at  their  dinner 
because  of  that  he  has  sent  to  you  the  table.  They’ve  been  lights  in 
True  Light.”  Bangladesh  a  long  time 

One  dark  night  in  Bangladesh,  I  sat  I  stood  in  awe  on  a  mountain  in 
in  a  van  on  a  river  ferry  past  mid-  Nepal  and  watched  the  sunset  bathe 
night.  A  ragged  young  woman  carry-  the  snows  of  Annapurna.  They,  Joan' 
ing,a  baby  walked  round  and  round  us,  andl  drove  down  the  mountain  with 
beating  on  the  windows,  holding  out  a  family  of  Nepali  Christians  singing, 
her  hand  for  a  coin.  Long  black  hair  “The  Light  of  the  World  is  Jesus.”  In 
covered  part  of  her  face,  but  not  her  this  land  of  darkness,  the  True  Light 
eyes.  Their  burning  depths  kept  bor-  shines.  Persecution  only  brightens  it. 
ing  into  mine  and  would  not  let  go.  Commitment  is  something  I  never 
They  asked,  “Do  you  really  care?”  really  understood  before.  Now,  in 

I  sat  in  a  traffic  jam,  maybe  a  mile  Nepal,  I  have  seen  its  meaning.  And 
long.  Sugar  cane  truclu,  buses,  cars,  I  have  asked  myself,  “Would  I  be  will- 
bicycles,  people  waited  for  a  morning  ing  to  go  to  jail,  as  did  Paul  and  Silas, 
ferry.  One  truck  had  a  broken  axle,  and  as  have  some  NepaTi  Christians, 
and  was  holding  up  the  flow.  The  in  order  to  share  the  Light  with 
driver  would  not  get  out  and  fix  it  others?” 
because  ‘Allah  willed  it.”  He  was  just 

sitting  there,  until  James  Young,  mis-  My  heart  glows  with  gratitude.  The 
sionary  from  Mississippi,  persuaded  Light  is  shining  —  for  me. 

Mississippi  wins  training  awards 

NASHVILLE  —  Mississippi  Bap-  church  training  leadership  awards  for 
tists  have  received  three  awards  for  an  increase  of  321  over  the  previous 
participation  in  church  training  year.  > 
programs.  The  award  for  the  convention  with 

Awards  for  the  state  convention  the  largest  percentage  of  churches 
with  the  highest  number  of  church  reporting  church  training  programs 
training  leadership  awards  and  the  alM  was  presented  to  Mississippi 
state  convention  with  the  greatest  in-  Baptists.  S^nty-eight  percent  of  the 
crease  in  church  training  leadership  churches  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
awards  were  captured  by  Mississippi.  Convention  reported  church  training 

Mississippi  Baptists  received  1,002  programs. 
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Donnie  Guy,  initiator 

Pastors’  conference  wanted  for 
“enlightenment  and  encouragement” 

By  Don  McGregor 


Donnie  Guy,  pastor  of  Van  Winkle 
Church,  Jackson,  initiated  the 
pastors’  conference  that  preceded  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in 
November;  and  he  has  been  named  as 
a  member  of  the  convention  commit¬ 
tee  to  lay  plans  for  a  convention- 
related  pastors’  conference  beginning 
this  year. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Baptist 
Record,  Guy  expressed  his  concepts 
concerning  a  pastors’  conference  and 
his  reasons  for  initiating  one  just 
before  the  1985  convention. 

The  1985  pastors’  conference  was 
not  convention-sponsored.  And  while 
Guy  was  responsible  for  its  being,  he 
said  that  Van  Winkle  Church  also  sup¬ 
ported  it  and  backed  it  financially. 

In  1983  a  motion  was  placed  before 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  for 
a  convention-related  pastors’  con¬ 
ference.  The  motion  was  made 
Gerald  Harris,  pastor  of  Colonial 
Heights  Church,  Jackson.  The  conven- 

Sandinistas  . 
begin  ‘‘holocaust” 
in  Nicaragua 

MANAGUA,  Nicagagua  (EP)  — 
Reports  received  in  mid-November 
indicate  that  the  Sandinista  govern¬ 
ment  has  begun  what  Christian  Aid 
Mission  called  “a  holocaust  for 
evangelicals  in  Nicaragua.”  A  new 
and  harsh  wave  of  intimidation  has 
reportedly  been  launched  against 
evangelical  leaders,  /  including 
physical  and  mental  dur^,  humilia¬ 
tion,  and  house  arr^t.  Ministry  of¬ 
fices  have  been  entered,  and 
materials  have  been  confiscated. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  country, 
an  evangelical  church  was  seized 
the  army  in  mid-October  and  the 
pastor  and  11  people  were  killed.  The 
remaining  20  fled  on  foot  through  the 
woods,  and  walked  for  two  weeks 
before  finding  refuge  in  Honduras. 

On  Oct.  31,  the  CampKts  Crusade  for 
Christ  office  was  raided,  materials 
confiscated,  staff  interrogated,  and 
two  arrested.  Under  intense  inter- 
nation  for  four  days  by  the  time 
word  reached  the  U.S.  was  Campxis 
Crusade  leader  Jimmy  Hassan,  also 
co-p>astor  of  the  largest  evangelical 
church  in  Nicaragua,  First  Optral 
American  Church  of  Managua. 

Also  brought  in  for  questioning  were 
Pablo  Boanerges  -  Mendoza,  head 
pastor  of  the  church;  Modesto 
Alvarez,  president  of  the  National 
Association  for  Children'^  Evangeliza¬ 
tion;  and  Ignacio  Hernandez,  director 
of  the  Nicaraguan  Bible  society.  It  is 
not  presently  known  how  many  are 
still  under  arrest.  » 

In  an  apparent  effort  to  avoid 
negative  pxiblicity,  the  Sandinistas  are 
asking  evangelical  leaders  to  come  in 
“voluntarily”  for  questioning.  While 
no  military  vehicles  are  sent  to  their 
homes,  th^  are  expiected  to  repwrt  for 
questioning  at  7:30  a.m.,  and'oRen  are 
not  released  until  after  midnight.  One 
Nicaraguan  evangelical  said,  “This  is 
the  most  terrible  thing  that  has  hap>- 
p)ened  in  Nicaragua.” 


What  do  you  say  about 
Planned  Growth  ^ 
in  Giving? 


Because  of  Planned  Growth  in  Giv¬ 
ing,  I  anticipate  that  there  will  be  a 
renewed  commitment  on  the  part  of 
many  of  our  churches  to  further 
undergird  Bold  Mission  Thrust. 


James  Yates,  pastor 
First  Church,  Yazoo  City 


tion  voted  to  apptoint  a  committee  to 
study  the  matter  and  repwrt  back  in 

1984.  The  repwrt  that  was  adop>ted  call¬ 
ed  for  np  pastors’  conference  to  be 
established  but  for  convention  and 
evangelism  conference  programs  to 
be  strengthened  with  more 
evangelistic  messages. 

In  the  meantime,  Guy  px>ints  out,  he 
had  been  interested  in  getting  a 
p>astors’  conference  established  on  the 
coast  while  he  was  pastor  of 
Woolmarket.  When  he  came  to  Van 
Winkle  he  followed  through  on  his 
plans,  he  said,  and  initiated  on  his  own 
the  p)ast<M^’  conference  that  was  held. 
He  said  he  felt  the  p>astors  across  the 
state  wanted  a  p>astors’  conference.  A 
motion  of  the  1985  convention  calling 
for  a  convention-related  pastors’  con¬ 
ference  was  adopted  Ity  a  four-to-one 
vote.  This  motion  was  made  by  J.  Roy 
McComb,  piastor  of  First  Church,  Col¬ 
umbia,  who  told  the  Baptist  Record 
that  he  also  felt  that  there  was  a 
general  feeling  of  desiring  a  pastors’ 
conference.  Other  piastors  echoed  this 
sentiment. 

As  a  result  of  the  convention  action, 
a  committee  was  established  to  plan 
the  first  convention-related  p>astors’ 
conference  for  this  year  in  onter  to  get 
it  under  way.  Both  Guy  and  McComb 
are  on  the  committee  as  is  Harris. 

For  the  conference  that  was  held  in 

1985,  Guy  obtained  the  sp)eakers.  He 
said  he  had  always  umuglii  uiat  the 
state  should  have  a  pastors’  con¬ 
ference,  and  he  said  he  felt  that  his  ac¬ 
tion  of  initiating  one  had  spnirred  on 
the  convention  action. 

The  intent,  he  said,  was  to  provide 
fellowship  and  a  spiritual  time  with 
good  preaching  before  the  convaition. 
“Pashxs  need  preaching,  too,”  he  sakL 
“The  p)astors’  c^erence  should  be  a 


time  of  enlightenment  and  en¬ 
couragement  for  them,”  he  added. 
“There  was  never  any  thought  about 
a  pMlitical  forum  at  ail,”  he  noted. 

He  said  he  talked  to  the  other  pro¬ 
gram  p)ersonalities  about  his  feeling 
that  the  meeting  should  not  have 
pmlitical  overtones,  and  all  agreed.  In 
addition  to  Ouy,j)ther  speakers  at  the 
1985  conference  at  Van  Winkle  includ¬ 
ed  Harris  and  Ron  Herrod,  p)astor  of 
First  Cliurch,  Kenner,  La. 

Guy  said  he  fully  sup>ported  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  1985  convention  in 
establishing  a  convention-related 
p>astors’  conference.  His  intention 
from  the  beginning,  he  declared,  was 
to  have  a  state-wide  conference. 

Guy  was  elected  president  of  the 
pastors’  conference  initiated  at  Van 
Winkle,  but  he  relinquished  this  pwst 
“to  help  establish  the  convention- 
related  conference.” 

As  a  conomittee  member  he  said  be 
has  been  getting  letters  from  all  over 
the  state  because  he  started  the  First 
pastors’  conference  He  is  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  serving  on  the  committee,  he 
noted. 

In  the  meantime.  Van  Winkle  is 
making  plans  to  spxMisor  a  “Good 
News  America”  Evangelism  Con¬ 
ference  March  9  to  11.  Program  pier- 
sonalities  include  Bailey  Smith, 
former  Southern  Bap>tist  Convention 
president  from  Oklahoma  City;  Fred 

VNAfc,  pttsiuf  <3v>4»iy  UUI  Chiimh . 

Mobile,  Ala.;  Herrod;  James  Merritt, 
former  piaster  of  Highland  diurch. 
Laurel,  who  is  now  piaster  of  First 
(Hiurch,  Snellville,  Ga. ;  Davis  Odom, 
piaster  of  Crossgates  Church,  Bran¬ 
don;  Harris;  and  Guy  Henderson, 
direi^ter  of  the  Evangelism  Depiart- 
ment  fw  the  Mississipipi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board. 
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Young  ministers  wives’  retreat  set 


;rs,  staff  members.  Other  features  planned  include  from  Picayune,  and  Karen  May, 
udents  will  gather  small  group  conferences  on  husband  pianist,  from  Petal.  * 

Clinton.  Jan.  24-23.  and  wife  relationships,  wardrobe  and  Registration  begins  at  4  p.m.  on  FYi- 
for  the  annual  personal  grooming,  and  how  to  day  and  the  program  concludes  Satur- 
young  ministers  economically  decorate  a  house.  day  at  1  p.m.  The  retreat  is  corn- 
wives'  retreat  Mrs.  Rob  Sugg;  missionary  to  plinientary  but  registration  is  re¬ 
sponsored  by  Thiwan.  will  tell  about,  her  life  and  quired.  For  additional  registration  in- 
Women's  Mission-  work  in  a  foreign  country.  ,  formation,  contact  the  WMU  Depart- 
arv  Union.  Those  Other  program  leaders  include  Bet-  ment.  Box  530,  Jackson  39205. 


Womens  meet 
is  scheduled 
in  New  Orleans 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  An  aerobics  ex¬ 
pert,  a  chaim  and  modeling  instruc¬ 
tor,  and  the  national  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  are 
among  the  featured  speakers  for  a 
three  day  women’s  conference  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary  scheduled  next 
Oct.  2-4,  1986. 

Thg  conference  is-  being  jointly 
sponsored  by  an  ad-hoc  committee  of 
women  in  the  New  Orleans  area  and 
the  continuing  education  department 
of  the  seminary. 

A  number  of  special  interest 
seminars  will  be  scheduled  based  on 
the  input  of  those  registering  for  the 
conference,  JoAnn  Leavell,  chairman 
of  the  ad-hoc  committee  said.  As  the 
seminary  receives  requests  for  infor¬ 
ing  a  cross  between  St.  Vitus  dance  ni^bon,  forms  for  submitting  sugges- 
and  the  Ten  Commandments  — 
feverish  activity  designed  to  produce 
moral  uprightness.  We  are  people  in 
a  hurry.  We  chaff  at  the  lazy,  and  we 
invent  catchy  slo^ns  which  fire  peo¬ 
ple’s  imaginations.  We  launch  new 
projects  which  promise  us  Utopia.  If 
those  who  are  at  home  with 
themselves  chide  us  by  saying. 

“Rome  wasn’t  built  in  a  day,”  we  reply, 

“But  they  didn’t  have  our  ‘know¬ 
how.’  ” 

Has  it  ever  bothered  you  why  God 
seems  to  pay  no  attention  to  our  noisy 
little  clucks  and  marked-up  calen¬ 
dars,  our  schedules,  slogans,  and  time 
sheets?  I  must  confess  that 
sometimes  it  does  bother  me;  and 
when  1  seek  his  leadership  in  knowing 
why  his  schedule  is  different  from 
mine,  he  seems  to  always  say,  “I  want 
sacrifice,  excellence  —  not  speed.” 

Quality  takes  time.  Permanent  results 
are  only  achieved  by  a  slow  pace  of 
righteousness  and  love.  God  is  grow¬ 
ing  souls,  not  mushrooms;  and  that 
requires  time.  He  is  patient  because 
he  knows  what  the  outcome  will  be. 

As  we  face  a  new  year,  let  us  go  for¬ 
ward  in  faith,  knowing  that  “He  that 
believeth  will  not  make  haste.”  In 
whatever  project  we  invest  our  lives, 
we  must  be  sure  that  he  walks  beside 
us;  and  we  will  always  succeed  if  we 
never  run  ahead  of  him. 

Earl  Kelly  is  executive-secretary, 

.Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Fifth  anniversary  for  Brister 


- - - Devotional - 

Quality  takes  time 

By  Earl  Kelly 


Paul  Stevens,  left, pastor  o(  Ridgecrest  Church,  Jackson,  and  president  of  the  Hinds- 
Madison  Association  Pastors’  Conference,  presents  J.  W.  Brister  a  framed  picture 
of  the  Jackson  skytine  ^  night  on  the  occasion  of  Brister's  fifth  artniversary  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  for  the  associirtion.  During  the  observation,  David  Grant,  retired  pastor 
of  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson,  spoke  on  appreciation  for  Brister’s  work  in  the  associa¬ 
tion.  Grant  was  a  member  of  the  personnel  committee  that  recommended  Brister 
for  the  post.  James  Richardson,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Madison.  ar>d  moderator  of 
the  association,  expressed  appreciation  for  the  weekly  pastors’  conference,  which 
was  initiated  by  Brister. 


“He  that  believetii  shall  not  make 
haste”  (Isaiah:  16). 

Before  James  Garfield  became 
^  presideht  of  the 
United  States  he 
^  served  as  principal 
of  Hiram'-College 
in  Ohio.  The  story 
is  told  that  a  father 
approached  him 
on  one  occasion 
B  and  requited  that 

his  son  be  allowed 
Kelly  to  “go  through  col-., 

lege  by  a  shorter  route”  so  that  he 
could  get  a  degree. 

“Certainly,”  Garfield  replied,  “but 
it  all  depends  upon  what  you  want  to 
make  of  your  boy.  When  God  wants  to 
make  an  oak  tree,  he  takes  a  hundred 
years.  When  he  wants  to  make  a 
squash,  he  requires  only  two  months.” 

Mississippi  Baptists  are  producing 
too  many  squashes  and  i^t  enough 
oak  trees.  The  expressions  we  use 
everyday  in  our  daily  exercises  give 
us  away;  we  “jump”  out  of  bed;  we 
“gulp”  our  coffee;  we  “gobble”  our 
food;  we  “rush”  to  the  office;  we 
“hurry"  for  home;  and  we  “drop” 
dead!  Our  age  is  one  of  anxiety,  im¬ 
patience.  short  cuts,  quick  cures,  un¬ 
preparedness,  and  shallowness.  In 
almost  every  home,  whether  the 
words  are  addressed  to  the  young  or 
to  the  old.  the  family  leader  is  heard 
to  say ;  “C'mon.  hurry  up!  ”  The  adult 
generation  is  constantly  reminding 
the  younger  generation  that  if  they  are 
“going  to  get  anywhere  in  life,"  they 
had  better  “get  a  move  on  " 

Someone  has  said  when  Whirl  is 
king,  chaos  is  his  kingdom  When 
haste  makes  waste,  it  is  the  more  im¬ 
portant  values  that  are  lost.  Should  we 


fYou  Can  Build  Now 

Let  us  issue 

CHURCH 

BONDS 

for  your  church 

Plans  from 

A  Do-It-Yourself  Program 
.To  Buying  All  Your  Bonds 

urch  Finance,  Inc 

666  North  St.,  P.  O.  Box  2087 
JACKSON,  MISS.  39005 
W  B.  Rives  (6011  948-1920 

SERVING  MISSISSIPPI  CHURCHES  EQR  25  YEARS 


Charity  sees  the  need,  not  the  cause. 


If  vou  fear  someone  will  know  it 


JATiUAKY  29-31,  1986 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
EULESS,  TEXAS 


PORTLAND,  Ore.  (EP)  —  Indian  ’Rimer,  Rajneesh  paid  $400,000  in  fines 
guru  Bhagwan  Shree  Rajneesh  plead-  and  prosecution  costs,  received  a 
ed  guilty  Nov.  14  to  arranging  sham  suspended  prison  sentence  of  10  years, 
marriages  to  help  his  disciples  avoid  and  was  placed  on  probation  for  five 
U.S.  immigration  requirements,  and  years.  The  U.S.  government  dropped 
he  agreed  to  leave  the  U.  S.  33  other  charges  against  Rajneesh, 
immediately.  who  agreed  not  to  return  to  the  U.S. 

during  his  term  of  probation  without 
Under  the  terms  of  an  agreement  written  permission  from  the  U.S.  At- 
reached  with  U.S.  Attorney  Charles  H.  tomey  General. 


FEATURIMG  such  as. 
GREAT  GOSPEL 


BAILEY  SNi'm 
JOfin  McKAY 
Ron  Dum 
CARLOS  McLEOD 
ADRlAn  RCXiERS 
JINNY  DRAPER 
J.  HAROLD  SNim 
FREDDIE  QAQE 
roe  rscc  Baocminc  aho  ruRTHca  inrowtATion  call  (SI7)  zea-aziz  on  white: 
REAL  eVAnOEUSM  P.O.  BOX  18893  PORT  WORTH  TEXAS  76118 


BIBLE  COnrEREMCE 


'  •  r»CTOf\y  OMCCT  sales  •  ‘ 

ECX}NOlmCAL  -OUR  24m 

ECONOOLAS  MOUSTIUn 


Thursday,  January  2.  1986 
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CLC  meeting  on  apartheid 
issues  ^call  to  concern’ 


named  in  the  1985  edition  of  Outstand-  published  b 
ing  Young  Men  of  America.  Davis,  21,  Brothcrhoo< 
is  the  son  of  missionaries  to  the  Philip-  named  assi: 
pines,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerpld  Davis.  SBC  Home 

Davis  is  a  student  at  Itawamba  Jan.  2,  1986.  NASHVILLE,  Term.  (Bp)— Sixteen 

Junior  College  at  Fulton.  Earlier  he  Westbury  suceeds  Michael  "Dit-  Baptist  leaders  have  issued  a  “C^ll  to 
was  a  student  at  Samford  University,  terow,  who  resigned  to  enter  seminary  Concern”  which  expresses  support 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  where  his  parents  full  time  and  work  part-time  as  “for  all  who  are  working  to  disman- 
received  their  education;  but  a  hunt-  associate  editor  of  SBC  Today,  an  in-  tie  the  evil  system  of  apartheid”  in 
ing  accident  during  the  Christmas  dependent  monthly  publish^  and  South  Africa, 
holidays  delayed  his  educational  edited  by  Walker  Knight  of  Decatur,  The  statement  was  approved 
pursuif. 

Last  summer  Davis  was  involved  in 
summer  missions  work  in  the 
Washington,  D.C.  area,  where  he 
ministered  in  a  slum  area.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Home  Mission  Board, 
but  his  expenses  were  funded  by  the 
Thomas-Washbum  Scholarship  Fund, 
which  is  administered  by  Haywood 
Washburn,  a  deacon  in  Calvary 
Church. 

Davis  is  preparing  for  the  ministry. 

He  is  active  in  the  Baptist  Student 
Union  at  Itawamba  Junior  (College  He 
also  works  part  time  at  the  IXipelo 
Emergency  Clinic. 

Both  of  Davis’  parents  were 
students  at  Clarke  College  at  Newton 
before  being  graduated  from  SamftHtl 
University.  His  father  is  a  native  of 

Carrollton,  Ala. ;  and  his  mother,  the  One  newlywed  to  another:  “Mar-  J>®n'inary,  ana  uaptist  Sunday  school  tire  South  African  society  away  from 
former  Glenda  Minette  Brooks,  is  a  riage  is  really  a  grind.  You  wash  Board.  Other  participants  were  apartheid.” 

native  of  Marks.  She  also  attended  dishes,  make  beds.  Then  two  weeks  Pastors  of  Baptist  Churched  and  The  statement  praised  those  “men 
Blue  Mountain  College.  later  you  have  to  do  it  all  over  again.”  representatives  from  state  Baptist  like  Bishop  T\itu  and  those  women  like 

conventions.  Winnie  Mandela  together  with  those 

The  “Call  to  Concern”  emerged  imprisoned  leaders  and  hundreds  of 

j  from  discussion  of  the  moral,  re-  slain  protestors  who  have  valiantly 

^  ^ ^  ligious,  and  political  dimensions  of  the  laid  down  their  lives  for  the  cause  of 

Africa.  human  dignity  and  freedom.” 

y'  statement,  consultation  par-  It  also  acknowledged  “frankly  but 

ticipants  expresed  their  conviction  painfully  .  .  .  our  aw/n  all-too-recent  in- 

^  that  the  issues  addressed  in  the  docu-  volvement  as  individuals,  as  Ameri- 

Chuck  Hampton,  a  native  of  Shan-  Timothy  R.  Williams  has  accepted 

non  began  his  duties  as  pastor  of  a  call  as  pastor  of  MLYemon  (Church, 

Gaston  Church,  Booneville,  Dec.  9.  Columbus.  He  is  married  to  the 
He  is  former  pas-  former  Glennis  Williams  and  they 
tor  of  Pine  Grove  have  two  children,  David  and  Kevin. 

Church,  Tippah  As-  He  moved  from  First  C!hurch.  Col- 
sociation.  Hamp-  umbiana,  Ala.,  Jan.  1.  Williams  is  a 
ton  received  his  graduate  of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


Peivs.  pUpits,  baptist/tpp, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  cHairs, 

Van  ininhlE 
(Cljurclj 
JurntBljinga  & 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
I  In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 
Design  — Construction  Mansgemeni 


Robert  H.  Perry,  Th.D.,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Waynesboro,  has  been 
selected  to  appear  in  the  Marquis 
Who’s  Who  3rd  Edition-1985-86. 


After  giving  what  he  considered  a 
stirring,  fact-filled  campaign  speech, 
the  candidate  looked  out  at  his  au¬ 
dience  and  asked,  “Are  there  any 
questions?” 

A  voice  replied  from  the  back  of  the 
room,  “Who  else  is  running?” 


itoRTHVWW  . 
CX)NTRAC7DRS 


100,000  Chinese  Bibles  are 
printed  in  People’s  Republi 


Home  Missions 
Teleconference 

February  8,  1986 
12:00-1:30  PJA.  CST 

Teleconference 

Highlights: 

s  Interview  with  Dorothy  Sample. 
WiHiam  Tanner.  James 
Smith 

•  interviews  with  home 
missionaries 

•  Theme  interpretation  which 
can  be  taped  and  used  during 
the  week  of  prayer 

•  Spotlight  on  a  church  which 
promotes  strongly  the  Week 
of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions 
and  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering 

•  Questions  called  m  from  tele¬ 
conference  viewers  an¬ 
swered  by  missions  leaders 


ence  degree  from  Thomp- 

Blue  Mountain  Col-  son  is  new  minister  NEW  YORK,  NY  (ABS)  —  100,000  printing  plant  to  produce  Scriptures 

lege  and  the  mas-  ^  of  youth  and  ac-  Chinese  Bibles  and  more  than  60,000  in  Nanjing. 

^BlHHter  of  divinity  de-  tivities  at  First  (Chinese  New  'Testaments  have  bieen  “Almost  all  of  the  complete  Bibles 

Hampton  gj.ge  from  South-  Church,  Amory.  printed  in  the  People’s  Republic  of  have  now  been  sold  out  by  the  Provin- 

westem  Seminary.  He  is  married  to  His  home  church  is  ewna  on  paper  supplied  the  United  cial  CJiristian  Council,”  wrote  Han 

the  former  Deborah  Davis  of  Bp  Broadmoor  in  Bible  Societies  (U^),  the  American  Wenzao,  general  secretary  of  the  Ami- 

Booneville.  They  have  a  son,  Chad.  Shreveport  and  he  Bible  Society  reports. 

I  .1  1.  I  L  „  ii«^  D-ii  ^^y^Bjust  graduated  The  paper  for  the  books  was  sup- 

Od?m  HetasS  ‘’y  UBS  earlier  this  year  to  the 

serving  thTchurch^interii^^^r.  Seminary  Amity  Foun^tion  a  non-gm^mment 

®  ^  »  and  non-church  social  service 

Don  Stannil  began  Dec.  1  serving  as  /'yf/  organization  initiated  by  Chinese 

director  of  missions  for  Mar-  Christians,  as  a  gift  in  support  of  its 

shall/Lafayette  Associations.  He  had  '  work 

been_^  moderator  of  the  Lafayette  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  D.  Moseley  Arrangements  were  made  by  the 
Association.  Arthur  Leslie,  who  was  ®  Foundation  with  the  Jiangsu  Provin- 

former  director  of  mission  there,  is  m  th^tat^r^lough  (a(kli^ :  Christian  Council  which  used  the 

now  serving  in  Grenada  Association.  U*!"'  paper  for  printing  and  publishing 

W.  Harold  Anderson  began  work  ^  Wauchula  and°!ater  B****®® »"  c‘fy  of  Nanjing,  People’s 

Jan.  1  as  director  of  missions  for  .  ■  .  -  ^  ,  ■  Republic  of  C^hina. 

Franklin  Association.  He  will  work  q.  .  ,  n  k  American  Bible  Society,  a 

there  one  day  a  week  and  will  be  founder  and  partner  in  the  global  UBS 

available  to  churches  in  the  associa-  organization,  announced  delivery  of 

tion  two  Sundays  a  month.  He  can  be  h  ^  PaP®*-  i"  J“"®  and  more  recenUy 

reached  by  phine  at  833-7743.^  reappointed  in  agreement  to  fund  a  nei 

y  Mrs.  Vir^ia  W.  Oliver,  missionary  ~ 

fo  Brazil,  reports  a  change  of  furlough  Idleness  is  the  nest  in  which 
^  "  address  (Rt.  5,  Box  19,  Elizabeth  Ci-  mischief  lays  its  eggs. 

Calvary  Church,  Newton,  will  ty,  N.C.  27909).  'The  former  Virginia 
celebrate  the  25th  anniversary  of  its  Winters,  she  was  bom  in  Leslie,  Ark.,  God  once  shocked  the  world  with  a 

beginning  as  a  mission,  Sunday,  Jhn.  and  also  lived  in  Alabama  and  Babe,  not  a  bomb. 

5.  Cliff  Estes,  former  pastor,  will  be  Mississippi  while  growing  up.  She  and 

preaching.  Services  will  be  at  H  a.m.  her  late  husband  were  appointed  by  Conscience  is  the  referee  in  the 

and  2  p.m.  Glenn  Davis  is  pastor.  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1950.  game  of  life 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186.  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


INFORMATION  PLUS!  Yoii  seek 
a  change,  to  be  independent,  to 
open  a  store.  But,  is  a  retail 
business  RIGHT  for  YOU?  You’ve 
taken  a  course,  read  books,  heard 
theories.  Now  get  the  PRACTICAL 
side  of  retailing  in  a  very  afford¬ 
able  one  day  seminar.  Choice  of 
several  locations.  For  details 
write:  Seminar,  8480  Fredricks- 
burg  Rd.,  Box  171,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78229. 


CHURCH  STEEPLES 


•  BAPTISTRIES 
WALL  CROSSES 
BAPTISTRV  UIAIER  HEATERS 


PAGE  l«r  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Hmrsday,  Jaa—ry  2.  ItM 


Music  volunteers  sought 
to  fill  missions  requests 

By  Charles  Willis 


NASHVILLE,  Ttenn.  (BP)— Church  David  Bunch,  Mission  Service 
music  secretaries  from  across  thel  Corps  director  at^he  SBC  Home  Mis- 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  were  sion  Board,  said  for  the  81  requests  on 
urged  to  find  qualified  volunteers  for  file  for  music  leadership,  there  are 
mission  service  in  new  work  areas  “no  church  musicians  to  recom- 
during  the  annual  state  workers  mend.” 

C^rently,  35  music  missionaries 
are  on  assignment  in  22  locations, 
working  for  state  conventions,  asso¬ 
ciations,  churches  and  groups  of  chur¬ 
ches.  Bunch  said  most  volunteers  ac¬ 
cept  two-year  assignments,  but  per¬ 
sons  who  can  give  one  year  also  are 
needed. 

“Baptists  being  a  singing  people,  it’s 
a  synergistic  kind  of  thing  in  the  con¬ 
gregation,”  he  observed.  ‘That’s  why 
we’re  investing  time  in  a  church 
music  effort  in  new  work  areas.” 

Bunch  said  Mission  Service  Corps 
is  a  personnel  vehicle  through  which 
persons  give  full-time  service  for  a 
year  or  more,  providing  their  own  sup¬ 
port  in  a  mission  and  evangelism 
ministry  on  assignment  through 
either  the  Home  or  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 

He  said  the  need  is  for  enough 
church  musicians  to  be  placed  in  new 
work  areas  to  develop  models  for 
ministry  to  show  what  can  be  done. 

One  challenge  of  “Musicians  on 
Mission,”  the  five-year  emphas^  of 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Grant  will  serve 
as  interim  pastor  of  North  Sea  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Stavanger,  Norway,  Jan. 
3  -  April  3,  while  the  missionaries  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  David  Hause  are  on  brief 
furlough.  Grant  is  retired  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  Church  in  Jacluon. 


First  Church  of  Lyman,  Gulfport, 
recognized  Mi’s.  Clatherine  Hatten  on 
Sunday,  Dec.  15,  for  her  work  a^a  Sun¬ 
day  School  teacher,  for  the  past  5() 
years.  She  was  presented  with  a  pla¬ 
que  and  honored  with  a  reception 
following  the  evening  worship  service 
Argile  Smith  is  pastor. 


Letta  Casey,  a  single  parent?  voices  concern  fbr  jobs  in  the 
Appalachian  hollows:  "The  main  thing  we  want  is  jobs  to  avoid 
being  hungry.”  Coal  mining,  once  a  booming  ir  lustry,  no 
longer  provides  the  majority  of  jobs  in  Appalachian  hollows. 


where  illiteracy  is  high  and  unerhployment  soars  three  points 
above  the  national  average  of  .tl  percent.  (BP)  Photo  by  Bob 
Kollar,  courtesy  of  Tennessee  Wiley  Authority. 


Sunday  School  Board’s  church 
music  department,  is  to  employ 

and  a  problem  with  hunger,  testified  and  few  and  inadequate  measures  of  “skills  untapped  among  people  who 
Robert  A.  Couto,  director  of  Vander-  it,  he  explained.  The  second  problem  have  the  resources  to  give,”  he  said, 
bilt  Uniwrsity’s  Center  for  Health  comes  from  hunger’s  being  an  anoma-  Bunch  urged  music  leaders  to  seek 

qualified  persons  in  behalf  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  volunteer 
department  and  the  Home  Mission 
Board’s  Mission  Service  Corps  office. 
Musicians  desiring  to  explore  mission 
service  opportunities  may  also  con¬ 
tact  the  state  music  secretary  in  their 
state  Baptist  convention  offices. 
Charles  Willis  writes  for  the  Sunday 
Texas  —  Robert  Scott  White,  Jackson,  master  School  Board. 

Southwestern  Seminary  graduates  of  divinity;  Steven  Charles  Walker, 
were  challenged  at  fall  commence-  Madison,  master  of  divinity;  C.  Keith 
ment  to  choose  the  risk  of  brotherhood  Stephenson,  Jackson,  master  of  arts 
rather  than  seek  position,  power  and  m  marriage  and  family  counseling; 
prestige.  Judy  Davis  Turner,  Jackson,  master 

C<Mnmencement  speaker  James  H.  ^  ^harl^  Rich^  Rogers, 

Thylor  urged  graduates  to  ask,  “What 

do  I  have  to  offer  life?”  rather  than  Lynne 

“What  can  I  get  from  life?”  Thylor  is 

president  of  Cumberland  College,  ™‘8J°us  education,  Jody  Holmes, 

Williamsburg.  Ky  religious 

education;  Ronald  Elmer  Gilstrap, 

At  the  Dec.  20  ceremony  Jackswi,  master  of  divinity;  Kenneth 
Southwestern  President  Russell  H.  R.  Bailey,  Vardaman,  master  of 
Dilday  conferred  degrees  on  307  divinity  (he  is  pastor,  Aberfoyle  Bap- 
graduates,  including  10  tist  Church,  Wolfe  City,  Ttexas);  Jqye 
Mississippians.  Lynn  Covington,  Clinton,  master  of 

Mississippians  earning  degrees:  arts  in  religious  education. 


Mississippians  among  grad 
of  Southwestern  Seminary 

FORT  WORTH 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pricu,  binding  and  slyla  to  maat  avary 
naad.  Quality  woffcmanahip  gwarantaad. 
Wiita  for  iliuatratad  prica  foldar. 
'"Infrnationalty  known  tpocioliata" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDINQ  CO. 


Ripley  man  is  health  officer 


MEMPHIS  —  George  H.  Dunklin,  a  phis  and  a  board  member  of  Jeffef- 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  business  leader,  was  son  Regional  Medical  center  in  Pine 
elected  chairman  of  Baptist  Bluff. 

Memorial  Health  Care  System  Dec  10  Other  new  officers  include  Clarence 
at  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  L.  Stanford,  Ripley,  Miss.,  first  vice 
trustees  in  Memphis.  chairman;  Ralph  R.  Lawler  of  Tren- 

Dunklin,  president  of  Cotton  Oil  ton,  Tfenn.,  second  vice  chairman;  and 
Mill,  Inc.,  moved  up  from  first  vice  F.  Irvin  Hays,  of  Bartlett,  Ttenn , 
chairman,  succeeding  W.  Fred  Ken-  secretary, 
dall  II  (rf  Nashville,  who  rotated  off  of  The  system,  made  up  of  18  corpora- 
the  board.  tions,  is  owned  by  Southern  Baptists 

The  new  chairman  also  is  chairman  in  Ibnnessee,  Mississippi,  and  Arkan- 
of  the  board  of  the  Bank  of  West  Mem-  sas.  Joseph  H.  Powell  is  president. 


Mr.  k  Mrs  HawanJ  Bridfei 
Falkcr  af  Mr*.  Hmr4  BrUfM 
Mr.  #t  Mr*.  Jack  D.  Berry 
Mrs.  R«lh  Bryaal 
Mrs.  Raul  Alien 
IVaeU  Bacfcley 
Mrs  lywett  Buckley 


VILLAGE  VIEW 

^  ®  AptUt  GkiUttnis  ^illaae 


VsrsleL.  Hall 
Lucy  Hail 

Mr*.  Harr 

Mr  k  Mrs.  David  Beyd  k 
Ktmily 

Mrs.  Pearl  Hays 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Clark  Maakbum 
Claude  Hsietaisd 

The  Ridiaitl  Haaeksaods 
The  J.  R.  Haxehraods 
The  FVed  Jones 
Claudette  Hazehrood 
Enon  BaptiM  Cinarh 
Mr.  k  kta.  Harry  L.  Bodgers 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Cecil  S.  Cliett 
Prairie  View  Comraunity  Chib. 
West  Point 
Bcaaie  Herriag 
William  P  Evans 
Mrs.  EUzabelk  L.  Hcrriagtaa 
Marshall  k  Amy  Beard 
Mrs.  Dan  W.  Lassetter 
Mrs.  Martha  Maare  Hester 
aty  Drug  Store.  Woedville 
Mrs.  IWie  HHt 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Owen  Jones 
Kathrya  Hodges 
Mrs.  Bryan  D.  Stringer 
.^laa  Hood 

Pete  k  Elizabeth  Alford 
Jaaathan  Derrick  Howell 
Brother  k  Mrs.  Leonard  Howell 
Mr.  Prentiss  Hatta  , 

Hazel  H.  Jones 
Mr.  Eagene  Jaaes 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  R.  Till 
Lyna  Jordan 
Ina  P.  Grantham 
Miss  Narnia  Betbana  Kelly 
Dr.  Hardy  and  the  Department 
of  Sirgery 
Mr.  Oaal  King 
Mabel  King 
Jaaie*  King 
Claudine  Davis 
Sue  Reynolds 
Mr.  Henry  a  Kaaa 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Rivers  Ayres 


Clyde  McLeod  Sunday  Schaol, 
Jackson 

Clyde  V  EubaMts  Fhail 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ahrin  Word.  Jr. 
ayde  A  Ruby  McLeod 
Mr.  Lsaaie  Matthesn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  T  Ballard 
Mrs.  Eaa  Maswell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rabert  L.  Portenbe 
Mis.  Sally  MeBryear 
Slna|iialali  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ViviMi  McCrary 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ibm  Rice 
Dr.  Thaau*  McDsaaell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lester  Back  worth 
Jane  McGregar 
Edna  A  Dink  Gibson 
Inez  Gibson 
Mrs.  Blanche  .McKee 
Mrs  H.  W  Carrf 
Mrs.  Virgmia  Coon  A  Family 
Mr.  Haris  C.  McPhail 
Mrs.  Peggy  McLean 
Mr.  Hagh  McPhail 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  J.  C.  Carr 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  J.  C.  Carr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  Mendrap 
WaUace  Gay 
Mark  L.  MHcbell 
Mrs.  Russell  E.  Hudson 
Ben  A  Uda  Maare 
Walter  A  Mickey  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hamer  A.  Mssre 
Trenton  H.  A  Ruth  Moore 
Waldnip 

Mrs.  Grady  Myrlck 
Mrs.  FImi  Lyter 
.kiather  of  Charteae  Nared 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  L.  Dishoi«h 

Mr.  Baanie  Naaacry 


P.  0.'Box  11308 


Jackson,  MS  39213 


James  Hitt 
John  Eari  CsMiaan 

E>line  Calhoun 
^Thomas  A  Sue  Stevens 
'Harry  A  Barabara  McLain 
.Mr.  “Jiai"  Campbell 
Walter  A  Annette  Redden 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  TUghman  Campbell 
Walter  A  Aimette  Redden 
Mr.  TUghman  Campbell 
Second  Wefenesday  Bridge 
Group 

Demar  Caraw  ay 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Douglas  G.  Dendy 
Good  Hope  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Henry  Lec'Case 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Beattie 
Oyde  O.  ChamMee 
Ripple  ChamMee 
.Mr.  Frank  Chandler 
Rev  A  Mrs  J.  C.  Carr 
W.  O.  Christy 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Jamie  Roberts 
W.  D.  Christy  . 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hilton  Cobb 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Howard  Ecfclein  A 
Family 

C.  J.  Kidd  Family 
Daa  CIcBMal 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marvin  Clement 
Raisell  Clewcr 
Waller  A  Mickey  Moore 
L.  D.  Cody 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alvin  Word.  Jr. 
Mrs.  Pearl  Cele 
The  B.  R  Mikell  Family 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Howard  Bridges 
WHKam  P.  Calemaa 
Mrs  R.'M.  Coleman 
Harry  P.  CsHbu 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  WaUer 
Mr.  A.  H.  Csalee 
Sherry  Fin 
Or.  WHHam  Casper 
Mrs.  Amalita  P.  Furr 
Mr.  BiUCaaU 
Lakbes  Aitubary,  Jackson 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

Oct.  26  -  Nov.  25 


Mr.  Orica  Marsalis 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Ben  Turney  Mrs.  Benlak  Thmopsen 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Paul  Poole  Forest  Baptist  Church 

Jesse  Meoroe  Martin  Helen  A  Mike  Lammons 

Mr.  A  Mrs  R.  E.  Sandidge  Lewis  A  Kate  TUghman 
Oma  Harris  Mr.  A  Mrs  Jack  W.  Demps 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  D.  Mason.  Thelma  Ihmer 
Mr.  Heward  Mssm  Mr.  A  Mrs.  V.  L.  Sandifer^ 

Mrs.  Bob  Gamer  A  Funily  Mr*.  Edward  L'pchurch 
Mr.  Jess  R  Mathews  The  Ruth  Sunday  School. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  H.  Marks 

Kimbrough  Mr.  C.  E.  \%ientine 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Robert  Newman  Mr.  A  Mrs.  P.  E.  Wooten,  Ji 

Anthony  A  Karen  Mynsted  Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Coward. 

.Mr*.  Gladys.  Matthews  Mrs.  Haatcr  Vaaghn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Euree  Grantham  Mrs.  RuaaeU  E  Hudson 
Mr.  Lsanie  Matthews  Mrs.  Myrtle  Vaaghn 

Eugene  A  Betty  Culpepper  Pauline  R  Brandon 
Mr.  J.  M.  May  Breatmi  Wesley  WaUier 

Mr  A  Mrs  Sonny  Hubbard  Michael  A  Patricia  Walker 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Conrad  Harris  Mr.  M.  H.  WaU.  Jr. 

Marvin  A  Eileen  Alford  Miss  Elva  Gardner 

Estess  McCerkle  Mr.  EmaUtt  WaUer 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  V.  L.  Sandifer  Siloam  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  James  W.  McCraw  Senior  Adults  Meadville 

OfTicers  A  Directors  of  Mr.  Pettis  Walley 

IVustmark  Natknal  Bank  Mr.  A  Mis.  J.  W.  Adams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  J.  McDade  Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  B.  HUlman 

A.  C.  McDade  Mis.  .NeU  Webb 

Bertha  M.  McCaskill  Juanita  James 

Elizabeth  M.  Garrett  Mn:  EMBe  White 

Beatrice  M.  Standard  Mr  A  Mrs.  Shelly  Stegall 

Eugenia  M.  TherreU  *Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Gmy 

Margaret  M.  GoBy  Mr.  X  W.  WUtiield 

Willard  A  CUHsrd  McDade  Mrs  Eteaimr  Lipsey 

A.  C.  McDade  Mrs  Bead  Dale 

Botha  M.  McCaskill  Mn.  Grace  WhUUngtea 

Elizabeth  M.  Garrett  Mias  Elva  Gankier 

Beatrice  M.  Standard  Mr.  X  F.  WBHaam.  Sr. 

Eugenia  M.  TherreU  Edith  M.  AUrktae 

Marpret  M.  GtiUy  Diane  Braainaii  Whaberiy 

Mr.  Heary  McGraw  Mr.  A  Mi*.  Boy  Heaeycutt. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Kenneth  Statbam  Mr.  A  Mrs  BiU  Wett 
Mrs  James  M.  Ellis  Mr.  PaaaM  M.  WiiWaff 

Mrs.  idcB  McNak  Mr.  A  Mrs  KeoMth  Stattaai 

Forest  Baptist  Church  Mn.  James  M.  FJii« 

Mrs.  Lea  McNsmee  Mr.  Fles  Ih^^Msad 

Mr.  A  Mrs  C.  D.  FWIan  Mr.  A  Mn.  Euree  Gnmtbm 


Mn.  J.  C.  (Beatricei  Davis 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  E.  Crocker 
Mr.  A  Mn.  I.  G.  Patterson 
Hr.  A  Mrs.  I.  G  Patterson 
GUdys  A  Willie  Frederick 
W.  J.  Davis  ' 

Mrs  H.  L.  Thompson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  V.  Parker.  Jg 
Rev.  Tammy  DarreU 
Ladies  of  FBC.  Sledge 
Mn.  J.  M.  Eisworth 
Miss  Elva  Gardner 
Elijah  Ellis 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  W.  Carpenter 
Mn.  Elsie  Emmersaa 
Allene  H.  Collins 
J.  R  Fannin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Hardee 
.Mn.  Velma  Finch 
TEL  Sunday  School.  Morton 
Mn.  SteUa  FHzgeraM 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  D.  C.  Hawkins 
Hetaey  Flaed 
Mn.  Verra  Jordan 
Mrs.  Irene  Mayfield 
Patricia  X  Farrest 
Friends  A  Co-wnrken  at  Mason 
Chamberlain.  Inc 
Mr.  Ingram  Faster 
Mr.  A  Mn.  BUI  Sinitfa 
NcU  Faaatain 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norman  Flanntain 
John  Gable 
Jane  Ellen  Morgan 
Mr.  Marian  CeawM 
Mr  A  Mn.  Larry  Bonds  A 
FtsmUy 
SteUa  Gardy 
Mr.  C.  L.  Gordy.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Gesrg*  (Venm  BLI 


Mr.  A  Mrs  C.  E  Farmer 
Ufficen  A  Oirecton  of 

Trirntmark  National  Bank 
.Mary  Ann  A  James  Miller 
Mr.  A  Mis  Frank  R  Hutton 
Rev.  W.  A.  SaWvao 
Mega  Cole 

Rev.  Ed  A  Sheila  Campbell  A 
Girls 

Herbert  Lawley 
Lane  A  Carolyn  Lawley  A 
Family 

BiU  A  AMey  Thornton  A  Ann 
Sadye  A  Gene  Lawley 
Mn.  Rath  Satlaa 
Mis.  j.  Hartford  Jones 
Thsmsi  L.  Ihle 


The  BUIy  Chiaaim  FhmUy 


Ed.  Laura  A  BUI  Wright 
Etta  Lea 
June  Lea 
Mr.  Walter  Lee 
harnld  A  Arlene  VSstes 


ChnmUer  A  Dot  Worley 
bin.  Wmma  T.  Craft 
OmrlesUCtafl 


Mis.  WUma  N.  Alfred 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Palmer  Harrison 
Thcsdsre  Lewis  Haydel 
GalUee  Baptist  cianefa 
Mr.  Aaron  Herriagua 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hoaarl  Ray 
H.  L.  ■Tied'  HIU 
Mn.  W.  L.  Thompson 
.Mn.  A.  R.  tVcrai  Hoad 
The  Seekers  Sunday  Schaal. 
Aberdeen 


Help  Us  ‘‘Update’’  Our  Mailing  List 


Laidia  Sunday  School.  McComb 
VaBery  K.  MUIer 
Frank  A  Elizabeth  Pajerski 
Mn.  WHHam  A.  (iipklsi  MUIer 
Mr  A  Mn.  Lester  Duckworth 
Mrs.  a  C.  Myrick 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Heed  Carter 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Kermit 
D.  McGregor,  Director  of  Public  Relations,  and  his  secretary,  Mrs. 
Chrystelle  Thames,  is  trying  to  update  the  mailing  list.  You  can  help 
b\  calling  attention  to  names  and  addresses  that  need  corrections. 
Please  share  names  of  those  who  are  deceased  who  may  still  be  listed 
in  our  files.  Often  the  only  way  we  learn  about  needed 'changes  is 
your  response  in  svriting  or  with  a  call. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  G.  G  Mc.Alpin 
Mr.  R  C.  Hartmi 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Palmer  Harrison 
Mn.  Myrtle  M.  H— <e 
Officen  A  Directors  of 

IVustmark  Nz'.ioaal  Bank 
Mr.  Vert  C.  Itasks 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Euree  Graaiham 
Mn.  Elbei  Kburd  Jawes 
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A  new  commitment 


By  Peter  McLeod 


faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Wherever, 
whenever  and  however  it  is  done, 
evaluation  and  a  fresh  commitment 
Every  December  I  set  aside  time  to  are  rewarding  and  renewing 
evaluate  what  I  havetiecomplished  —  disciplines, 
or  failed  to  accomplish  —  chuing  the  Nehemiah  8-10  is  a  moving  account 
previous  11  nionths.  Following  that  of  a  significant  time  in  the  life  of 
evaluation  I  primitize  my  goals  for  the  Israel.  The  people  had  returned  from 
coming  year  and  then  finalize  the  pro-  Bat^lonian  captivity  in  539  B.C.  Under 
cess  by  making  detailed  plans  of  how  the  strong  leadership  of  Zerubbabel 
I  can  best  achieve  those  goals.  This  and  inspired  preaching  of  Haggai  and 
evaluation  process  involves  every  Zechariah,  they  had  rebuilt  the  Tern- 
area  of  my  lifestyle  and  mindset  —  pie,  revived  Jerusalem,  and  restored 
personal,  professional,  social,  and  the  walls  surrounding  the  city.  But 
spiritual.  they  did  not  sU^  there,  for  they  went 

Over  the  years  I  have  talked  with  one  step  further;  and  that  was  the 
many  men  and  women  who  practice  most  significant  step  of  all.  They 
a  similar  evaluation.  Some  do  it  on  renewed  their  covenant  relatiohship 
their  birthday,  others  on  their  wed-  with  God.  A  simple  outline  of  the 
ding  anhivers£iry,  and  still  others  on  study  is  as  follows; 
the  anniversary  (rf  their  confession  of  (1)  Confrontation  —  Chapter  8 


(2)  Confession  —  Chapter  9  prayer  of  confession  (vs.  5ff).  One  business  transactions  of  any  kind  on 

(3)  Confirmation  —  Chapter  10  notable  characteristic  of  this  prayer  the  Sabbath  (31a),  (3)  a  pledge  to 
A  closer  reading  provides  is  seen  in  how  specific  Ezra  b^omes  recognize  and  practice  a  year  of 

guidelines  for  us  today.  in  detailii^  (iod’s  faithfulness  to  release  every  seven  years  (31b)  and 

Confrontation  —  Chapter  8  Israel  despite  her  sin  against  him.  “In  ( 4 )  a  promise  to  support  the  Temple 
Ezra,  standing  in  a  pulpit  built  for  all  that  has  happened  to  us,  you  have  through  tithes  and  offerings  '  (vs. 
the  occasion  ( v.  4),  read  to  the  people  been  just;  you  have  acted  faithfully,  32-33). 

from  the  Book  of  the  Law  from  while  we  did  wrong”  (v.  33,  NIV).  At  the  beginning  of  each  new  year, 
sunrise  to  noonday.  TOe  response  of  And  finally  in  vs.  35-36  he  lists  their  I  think  it  is  a  healthy  and  strengthen- 
the  people  is  noted  in  v.  9  when  it  sinning  ways,  saying  effectively  that  ing  act  to  write  down  in  specific  terms 
states,  “For  all  the  people  had  been  general  confession  lacks  specific  the  goals  or  resolutions  that  one  Indies 
weeping  while  they  listened  to  the  forgiveness.  It  takes  courage  to  con-  to  fulfill.  A  periodical  rereading, 
words  of  the  Law.”  (NIV)  fess  specific  sins  and  to  ask  for  reviewing,  and  re-evaluation  of  those 

Confronted  by  God^  Word  with  their  specific  forgiveness  —  but  God  aims  helps  chart  one’s  progress.  Like 
failure  to  be  what  he  had  called  them  desires  it.  the  Israelites,  we  need  a  time  of 

to  be,  they  wepk  But  their  weeping  Coaflrmation  —  Chapter  16  rededication  to  our  own  commitments 
turned  to  joy  (v.  10b)  when  they  With  the  reading  of  the  law  and  — with  (jiod,  with  our  fellow  man,  and 
understood  (v.  11)  that  their  failure  Israel’s  confession  of  her  failure,  the  with  ourselves, 
was  not  irreversible;  that  their  people  then  confirm  their  determina- 

failur^  forgiven  by  God’s  grace,  could  tion  to  live  in  covenantal  obedience.  Peter  McLeod  is  pastor  of  First 
result  in  a  future  bright  with  promise.  'This  confirmation  b^ns  in  9 : 32  and  Church,  Hattiesburg. 


Scripture:  Nehemiah  8:1-16:39 
Focal:  Nehemiah  9:1-3,  31-34,  38 


Persons  are  important 


love.  He  came  into  this  world  because  for  selfish  reasons.  Now,  Jesus  had  ex- 
of  love  (John  3:16).  His  eve^  action  posed  them  for  what  they  were.  They 
in  behalf  of  others  was  motivated  by  wanted  to  kill  Jesus.  Jesus  asked,  “Is 
love  Even  when  he  became  indignant,  it  lawful  to  do  good  or  do  harm,  to  heal 
it  was  because  he  saw  people  or  to  kill?”  The  Pharisees  wanted  to 
being  hurt  by  other  people.  kill  Jesus  but  did  not  want  the  man 

III.  Jesus  heals  on  the  Sabbath  with  the  withered  hand  healed. 
(Mark  3:1-6).  It  is  not  improbable  that  When  we  love  as  (3irist  loves,  we 
the  I^risees  sent  the  man  with  the  will  always  be  looking  for  ways  to  help 
withered  hand  to  Jesus  to  see  what  he  others.  Our  first  concern  will  be  to 
would  do.  When  our  motives  are  out  bring  them  to  Jesus  for  salvation, 
of  hatred  ratlKr  than  love,  the  needs  Helping  to  meet  a  person’s  physical 
of  others  become  secondary.  Our  needs  may  be  the  best  means  of  (^len- 
.  motives  heoajHfc  Mj^jjwying.  The  iog  the  doer  to  share  our  witness  with 
Pharisees  were  not  concerned  by  the  them.  Most  people  respond  to  genuine 
physical  needs  of  the  man  with  the  compassion.  A  simple  acrostic  may 
withered  hand  to  Jesus  to  see  what  he  help  at  this  point ; 
man  was  a  stone  mason  and  wanted  Jesus  first 
his  hand  healed  so  he  could  earn  his  Others  second 
own  living.  The  Pharise^  were  not  as  Yourself  last, 
concerned  with  the  k^ping  of  the  One  of  the  best  ways  to  see  how 
Sabbath  as  they  pretended.  They  were  Jesus  fulfilled  the  law  is  to  pailicipate 
more  concerned  with  trapping  Jesus  in  the  January  Bible  Study  on  the 
and  having  him  put  to  death.  Jesus  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
had  exposed  their  empty  religion  and 

practice  of  hypocrisy.  The  Pharisees  Gus  Menitt  is  pastor  of  Clarke- 
had  exercised  power  over  the  people  Venable  Cburcb,  Decatur. 


I.  A  person  is  of  infinite  value  to  God 
(Matt.  10:28-31).  Very  clearly,  Jesus 
teaches  us  that  the  heavenly  Father 
is  greatly  concerned  about  all  of  his 
creation.  The  sparrow  does  not  go  un¬ 
noticed,  even  though  it  has  little 
monetary  value.  If  God  the  Father 
shows  such  concern  for  a  sparrow, 
how  much  more  he  is  concerned  for 
jBu.  That  concern  is  so  complete  that 
the  very  hairs  on  your  bond  are 


very  best  for  us.  The  only  times  his  on  the  Sabbath.  But  if  the  grain  was 
best  is  not  received  is  because  we  rubbed  between  the  hands  to  remove 
have  hindered  it  by  not  yielding  to  the  chaff  or  husk,  this  was 
Wm.  “threshing”  and  was  unlawful.  Jesus 

II.  Legalism  versus  the  tow  of  love  used  the  example  of  David  to  show 
(Mark  2:23-28).  So  much  legalism  had  there  were  exceptions  if  there 
been  developed  by  the  religious  ^^r^s  a  need  to  feed  the  hupgry.  Even 
leaders  Withi&^iudsi6B^.^ncerning  the  Pharisees  accepted  David’s 
the  law  iliul  UieTaw  hSd  become  reason  for  eating  the  devoted  bread 
almost  unbearable  A  person  lived  in  whenever  the  interpretation  of  the 
constant  fear  of  being  in  violation  of  law  is  so  rigid,  when  it  makes  no  ex- 
the  law  or  of  one  of  the  many  tradi-  ceptions  or  allowances,  it  becomes  a 
Uons  God  gaw  the  taw  to  protect  and  burden  and  not  a  benefit.  Jesus 
for  the  iv^  of  his  people,  teaches  us  that  a  pereon’s  basic  needs 
pie  ^risees  had  made  the  law  and  are  more  important  than  the 
Its  observance  more  important  than  ceremonial  keeping  of  a  ritual, 
the  needs  of  the  people.  Jesus’  actions  were  motivated  by 

Proclaiming  the  true  gospel 

By  Billy  McKay 
I  Timothy  1:1-17 

lutroducUon :  I  and  II  Timothy  and  Eunice,  (cf.  2  Timothy  1 :5)  who  had  eluded  the  rituals  and  holy  davs  Thev 

taught  him  the  Old  Tbstament  (cf.  2  tried  to  impress  men  with  hiddSi 
Ep^es  becai^  they  set  forth  pnn-  Timothy  3:15).  Paul  had  won  Timothy  meanings.of  the  Old  Ttestaihent  They 
aples  of  pastonng  a  church  airf  how  to  Christ  (cf.  Acts  16:1-3;  I  Timothy  would  present  “fables”  (1-4)  or  storte 
behevere  ou^t  to  oioduct  themselyes  1 :2).  (4)  The  purpose.  The  purpose  of  out  of  the  Bible  to  substantiate  this 
m  w^hip.  Timotoy  aip  Titus  were  wriUng  is  stated  in  3:15.  The  early  false  doctrine.  They  would  teach 
^  introduce  church  was  like  a  small  island  in  a  genealogies  in  which  they  put  merit 
the  ipter  of  I  Timothy,  let  us  consider  great  sea  of  paganism.  U  the  church  on  being  the  physical  ^d  of 
the  following:  (1)  The  penman.  The  were  well-grounded  in  the  scriptures  Abraham  They  placed  this  relation- 

«"^'*'“P™P«-Jyo'W‘n»*«l.itwoyld  ship  above  a  personal  relationship 
learn  this  from  the  signature  of  the  not  only  survive  but  it  also  would  with  Jesus  Christ 
writer  (1:1).  The  sUtus  of  the  writer  prevail.  The  same  is  true  today.  II.  We  are  to  clarifv  the  difference 

.sthatofanapostle(l:l).Ana^Ue  In  verses  1-17  we  see  three  as^iects  between  iw^  (^:8.u?i  tore 
w«  like  a  the  proclaiming  the  true  gospel :  coined  my  own  definiUons  of  law  and 

army  or  an  admiral  of  a  fleet  of  ships.  1.  We  must  combat  false  teaching  grace  Practically  sneaking  law  is 
Applies  were  the  highest  ranking  of-  (1:3-7).  The  purpose  of  true  teaching  “man’s  nower”  In  rrSrai??;  ihi« 


in  his  own  life.  It  had  put  him  in  the  included:  the  teaching  of  sound  doc- 

ministry  (1:12).  It  had  forgiven  him  of  trine  and  the  living  of  godly  lives. 

his  sins  (1:13).  There  was  nothing  in  Billy  McKay  is  pastor  of  First 

Paul’s  past  that  could  account  for  his  Church,  Beizoni. 

present  privilege.  Grace  (God’s 

power)  alone  was  the  kQT  to  Paul’s  life, 

and  it  is  to  ours.  He  received  mercy, 

not  justice,  from  God.  In  grace  God 

even  counted  Paul’s  wilful  sins  as  ig-  _ 

O  ^  At  O  BA 


norance  so  that  he  could  apply  his 
grace  (1:13).  In  the  Old  Ibstament 
there  was  no  prescribed  sacrifice  for 
wilful  sins  but  for  sins  of  ignorance 
there  was  a  prescribed  sacrifice  (cf. 

Lev.  4).  God  used  this  same  principle 
in  dealing  with  David  (Psalm  51). 

Every  Christian  has  a  fabulous 
testimony  for  Jesus  ChristI  If  jfou 
never  lived  in  the  gutter,  the  grace  of 
God  was  there  through  the  years  to 
keep  you  out.  If  you  committed  gross 
and  horrible  sins,  the  grace  of  God  2!^ 
forgave  you.  It  is  noteworthy  to  TS 
remember  that  Paul’s  conversion  is 
mentioned  six  times  in  the  New  Ibsta-  .  Kn 
ment(cf.Acts9,  Acts22,Acts26,Gal. 

1-2,  Phil.  3:6-7  and  I  Tim.  1:12-17).  I  ' 
Conclusion:  Proclaiming  the  true  I 
gospel  can  make  an  impact  in  the  I 
world  today.  Two  basic  facts  must  be  ^ . 
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